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THE LEAGUE 
FOR LABOR PALESTINE 


Issues a Call 


to all liberal, progressive and 
labor elements of the American 
Jewish Community— 


Join our ranks and help rebuild 

our National Homeland in Pal- 

estine on a firm foundation of 

social and economic - security. 
e 


A CRITICAL PERIOD 


The Jewish people all over the world 
are now going through a crisis such 
as they have never experienced in 
the entire history of the dispersion. 


The plight of the Jews in Germany, 
Poland, Roumania, and in many 
other parts of Eastern and Central 
Europe is beyond description. 


Whatever other means may be 
found to alleviate the suffering of 
our people, the permanent solution 
of their problems is and remains the 
upbuilding of our National Homeland 
in Palestine. 


HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS 
OF JEWS 


throughout the Diaspora are now 
seeking a haven of refuge in the 
land of their fathers. That land must 
be prepared for their homecoming. 


WE MUST REALIZE 


that Palestine has become, and will 
continue to be, a land of mass- 
immigration, as a result of the work 
of our pioneers who have been pre- 
paring the ground for a cooperative 
commonwealth. 


SUCH A SOCIETY 


which fully realizes its national re- 
sponsibility, is being shaped by the 
HISTADRUT. THE GENERAL FED- 
ERATION OF JEWISH LABOR IN 
PALESTINE. 


AND THE WORK GOES ON... 


The Report of the Royal Commission and its 
plan to partition Palestine into a Jewish State 
and an Arab State, have placed the Zionist 
movement at the crossroads. No one is able to 
foretell with precision what the outcome of this 
plan may be. But, whether it is accepted, re- 
jected, or modified—one thing is certain: we 
are being driven to rebuild our homeland by 
inner historical forces which surpass the 
schemes of any outside power. The determin- 
ation of our destiny in Palestine lies in our own 
hands.—Our work must gp on... 


THE LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE of the 
United States and Canada has been organized 


for the support of the Histadrut. 


THE LEAGUE offers its members an opportu- 
nity for self-expression, and creative participa- 
tion in a national enterprise which is of great 


historical significance. 
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in Palestine! 
National Membership Dues per year:— 


Member—$3; Sustaining Member—$10; 
Contributing Member—$25; Sponsor—$100. 


Your Remittance to the 


JOIN THE LEAGUE! Read its monthly maga- 
zine, the JEWISH FRONTIER! Take an active 
part in the building of a Cooperative Society 


(These include subscription to the Jewish Frontier.) 
Please Fill Out This Application Blank and Mail It With 
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LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 
National office: 275 Seventh Ave. 


New York, N. Y 





the upbuilding of Palestine. 


of the League for the Labor Palestine. 
Enclosed please find check or $ 
ment of National membership dues. 





Name 


I declare myself in sympathy with the Histadrut 
Haovdim, and pledge my support to its activities in 


In furtherance thereof I hereby enroll as a member 


in pay- 
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EDITORIALS OF THE MonTH 





Not as Foreigners’ 


N OCTOBER 20th THE PALESTINE 


Administration, apparently on instructions 
from London, promulgated a new ordinance re- 
stricting Jewish immigration. The wording of 
that unexpected edict, according to the Hebrew 
press in Palestine, gave the impression that the 
government accepted as a more or less permanent 
policy the principle suggested by the Royal Com- 
mission: in regulating Jewish immigration “‘po- 
litical and psychological factors should be taken 
into account” regardless of the actual economic 
opportunities. 

If we are not misled by the dispatches received 
here through the channels of usually reliable news 
agencies, the High Commissioner of Palestine is 
to be promoted by the new ordinance to function 
as the sole judge of the number of Jewish immi- 
grants to be admitted at any given'time. The 
“man on the spot’’ will thus be relieved of the 
necessity periodically to discuss with the Jewish 
Agency the volume of immigration in the light of 
the now discarded principle of economic ab- 
sorptive capacity: from a purely legal viewpoint 
he is empowered even to stop Jewish immigration 
for a definite period entirely if it is required, 
in his enlightened opinion, by “political and psy- 
chological factors.” As if to make it clear that 
this is a serious departure from the principle to 
which the government gave at least lip service in 
previous vears, the authors of the new document 
used—for the first time in the history of the Brit- 
ish mandate—the term “foreigners” to designate 
the potential Jewish immigrants. Only a few 
weeks ago the League of Nations representative 
of Iran, Mr. Sepahbodi, was severely criticized 
by other Geneva diplomats for his statement that 
“Arabs are justified in regarding Jewish immi- 
grants entering their country as foreigners.” 
Now the Mandatory Power itself does not hesi- 
tate to employ the same term, which, in the 
present atmosphere, has a definite xenophobic con- 
notation. No wonder that the Jewish community 
of Palestine and Jews all over the world consider 
the publication of the new ordinance as the great- 
est blow they have suffered at the hands of the 
Mandatory Government since the day Lord Pass- 
field issued his “White Paper.” At this moment 
particularly, the legal enforcement of the “‘politic- 
al-hith-level”’ principle is a bitter disappointment 
to all those who hoped that there would be no 
tampering with the mandate until it had been 
replaced by a just and efficacious arrangement. 





It does not require any legalistic skill to prove 
that the ordinance is an unwarrantable departure 
from the mandate and a violation of clearly-de- 
fined obligations assumed by the British Govern- 
ment. Under the mandate it is the duty of the 
administration to “facilitate Jewish immigration 
under suitable conditions’, and the official inter- 
pretation of what suitable conditions mean was 
given in the Churchill Statement of Policy of 
1922: “This (Jewish) immigration cannot be 
great in volume as to exceed whatever may be the 
economic capacity of the country at the time to 
absorb new arrivals.’’ In that document, submit- 
ted to the League of Nations, the limit of eco- 
nomic capacity was considered the only legitimate 
criterion in regulating Jewish immigration. ~ A 
later official statement on this subject is contained 
in the Prime Minister’s letter of February 13, 
1931, to the President of the Jewish Agency, in 
which he wrote that ‘the considerations relevant 
to the limits of absorptive capacity are purely 
economic considerations.” The obvious purpose 
of that letter was to make null and void the con- 
tents of the Passfield White Paper, and the League 
of Nations took official cognizance of that docu- 
ment. Some weeks ago so authoritative a spokes- 
man of the British Government as Mr. Eden, re- 
assured the Council of the League of Nations that 
England has no intention of changing the prin- 
ciple of economic capacity and that the present 
restrictions of immigration, based on grave polit- 
ical considerations, were only temporary. ‘There 
is not the slightest doubt that the Council would 
not have approved any departure from that prin- 
ciple as a matter of permanent policy. 

To be sure, the Royal Commission in its recom- 
mendations suggested a drastic change of immi- 
gration policy. The Commission based its opinion 
on the “truism’’ that peace is a prerequisite of a 
sound industrial development in such a country as 
Palestine, and since the Arabs are hostile to Jew- 
ish immigration, the factor of “hostility between 
the two peoples’ necessarily assumes immediate 
economic importance. Summing up their argu- 
ments, the Commission therefore advised the gov- 
ernment that “political and psychological factors 
should be taken into account.” However, since 
the publication of the Commission’s report, the 
government has had numerous opportunities to 
inform political bodies to whose control it is sub- 
ordinated about its decision or inclination to apply 
a new principle in regulating immigration (the 
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Palestine debate in the two Houses, the sessions 
of the Mandates Commission, of the Council and 
the Assembly of the League of Nations), and not 
only did it not make any statements to that effect, 
but it conveyed everywhere the impression of still 
adhering to the former principle. Organized pub- 
lic opinion, at home as well as abroad, seems to 
have been deliberately misled by the British cab- 
inet, which after two weeks of demonstrating its 
firm hand in Palestine is issuing a new ordinance 
bearing all the marks of surrender to Arab-Fascist 
terrorism. The District oficer of Hebron did not 
seem to be entirely unauthorized when he inform- 
ed the Arab “notables” of that sector of the 
country that the government is restricting Jewish 
immigration and therefore “they should desist 
from further terrorism.” 

We do not claim to know what are, at the pre- 
sent moment, the government’s immediate designs 
in carrying out its preliminary decision to parti- 
tion the country and establish a Jewish State. 
Whatever those designs may be, the Mandatory 
Government should be made to realize, on the 


eve of the twentieth anniversary of the Balfour . 


Declaration, that the mandate is still valid, and 
that the term of the obligations assumed by Eng- 
land on the basis of that international document 
has not as yet expired. The alluring promises of 
Jewish statehood and independence are not likely 
to blind public opinion, in Europe or in the Amer- 
icas, to Great Britain’s present pursuit of a 
policy which tends to undermine the foundations 
of the Jewish National Home and to encourage 
Arab hostility and terrorism. The Mandatory 
Power has recently been given ample opportunity 
to argue her case that the mandate has become 
“unworkable” and the League of Nations will 
also in the future not hesitate to give England a 
hearing on the subject whenever she chooses to get 
it, but Zionists and other Jewish organizations all 
over the world will now consider it their duty to 
have the British Government reminded that for 
the time being it has not been given the authority 
to “undo” the mandate. 


INNER SOLIDARITY 

Y THIS TIME IT OUGHT TO BE 

CLEAR to the democratic and civilized coun- 
tries of the world that the road of the “mild” 
and “reasonable” official government fascist 
clique of Poland leads to Nazism and racialism. 
The first official introduction of the racial prin- 
ciple in Poland logically enough begins among the 
pet children of that country—its student body. 
The extent of democracy and enlightenment any- 
where can be gauged by the degree of academic 
freedom in its universities. The freedom of the 
Jewish student to study has always been limited 
by a tacit but efficient numerus clausus. In spite 
of the tremendous decrease in both the number 
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and proportion of the Jews in the student body, 
the Endeks openly maintain that they will not rest 
until the last Jewish student leaves the class room, 
so that the young sz/achta storm troopers will be 
able to partake of instruction without the con- 
taminating presence of Jews. The recently en- 
acted ghetto ordinance shows that the government 
approves these ambitions of the representatives 
of “Greater Poland’. This medieval ordinance 
constitutes an integral part of the efforts of a 
dying and bankrupt regime to prolong its life by 
any means. It is an indication of the real nature 
of the rulers of Poland. 

The few sane voices of liberal and socialist 
Poland serve as an encouragement but are not yet 
sufficient help. Polish Jewry looks inward for its 
renewal of strength. ‘Community solidarity for 
self-defense is the answer of both rich and poor, 
religious and unbelievers, Zionists and Bundists. 
The strike of the students was the clarion call to 
common action. As we go to press, Polish Jewry 
is observing its “Week for Jewish Students” dur- 
ing which no Jew will enter a theatre, a cafe, or 
any other place of amusement. The proceeds from 
the individual savings during this anti-luxury week 
will go into a joint fund for aid to the martyr 
students who are in the front ranks of the defense 
of the Jewish people against dishonor and ig- 
nominy, and in the vanguard of democracy in 
Poland against the onslaught of Fascism. As for 
us in free America, we hope that this action will 
inspire many to contribute more and more to 
overseas relief and Palestine reconstruction. Both 
are vital and necessary. American Jewry has as 
yet failed to rise to the need of the occasion. Let 
our record of relief activities during the World 
War be a reminder to us while the battle is on. 
Let us follow the example of Polish Jewry. Their 
need is our need. Their protection is our defense. 
Their cause is the cause of world Jewry. 


FRENCH AND BRITISH 
POLITICAL FRONT > 


HE RESULTS AND SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE FRENCH elections recently held may 
have been lost in press reports which were baffling, 
to put it mildly, to the American reader. The 
elections were not for the national assembly, but 
only for provincial and local bodies, and for those 
outside the largest province or department, that 
of the Seine, in which Paris is included. Two 
factors however made these local elections im- 
portant. At the present time, the lower house in 
the national government, the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, has a majority of representatives of the 
Popular Front. The Senate, on the other hand, 
is in the power of the Right, and during the Blum 
government, consistently. opposed the decisions 
of the Chamber. The difference ip political com- 
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plexion of the two houses is explained by the fact 
that Senators are elected, not by popular vote, 
but by the provincial assemblies; and outside of 
Paris and the Department of the Seine, the Popu- 
lar Front has been weaker in the provincial assem- 
blies than in the national government. The recent 
elections were therefore both a test of the Popular 
Front government outside of Paris, and a fore- 
cast of the future composition of the Senate. 


Now as to results. Various reports gave vary- 
ing figures, depending on whether all provinces 
were included or not. So far as we can judge, 
there were some 1500 odd seats at stake. In 
the past, the lineup has been 730 for the right 
parties and 770—a very slight majority—for the 
Popular Front parties. The present lineup gives 
the Popular Front a proportion of about 7 to 5. 
Moreover, prior to the elections, the share of the 
middle-class Radical-Socialists in the Popular 
Front was far greater than it now is. In the new 
line-up of 863 Popular, Front representatives, 
Radical Socialists dropped from 531 to 528, the 
Socialist Party representation jumped from 160 
to 234, and the Communist from 6 to 41. This 
still leaves the Socialist-Radical Party, which is 
the party of Chautemps and Bonnet, as the largest 
group in the provinces. But its position is on the 
decline whereas that of the labor parties is on the 
rise. It is of significance that those Radical-So- 
cialist candidates who were in the right of their 
own party, suffered defeat. 


Despite the gains made by the Socialists and 
Communists, particularly the former, the leaders 
of the present Popular Front government, have 
interpreted the results as a mandate to continue 
a policy which is distinctly to the right of the labor 
parties. The first manifestation has been the 
refusal of an increase to public employees. The 
Socialist Party, which until the last moment, had 
refused to withdraw its nominees in favor of 
Radical-Socialist candidates in the same district, 
is probably sufficiently embittered by this move 
to begin a bitter inner struggle within the Popular 
Front. The Socialist Party yielded at the last 
moment only under the plea that its attitude was 
endangering the Popular Front at a time when 
the fascists would profit from a split. The elec- 
tions in the provinces demonstrated how weak a 
hold the outright fascist parties have. The party 
of La-Rocque barely maintained its seats, and that 
of Doriot, the ex-Communist, mustered just 
enough votes to maintain its standing as a party. 
Together, the fascist groups elected 17 candidates 
less than 1% of the total. 


EPORTS OF THE BRITISH LABOR 
PARTY conference held last month pre- 
sented a somewhat different puzzle. As fore- 
shadowed by the action of the British Trade 
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Union Congress, the Party by a majority of 7 to 
1 rejected a United Front with the Communist 
Party. But subsequently, the two outstanding 
advocates of such unity, Sir Stafford Cripps and 
Harold J. Laski, won election to the new Central 
Executive of the British Labor Party. This seem- 
ing contradiction is explained by the new method 
of election requested and won by the individual 
constituency in the local labor parties. The seven 
representatives of this constituency, which includes 
about a fifth of the two and a half million mem- 
bership, were formerly elected by the whole mem- 
bership. This meant that the trade union bloc 
vote governed local labor party representation, 
and a sufficient number of trade unionists, in the 
name of democracy, supported the request of the 
local labor parties for a change. Despite the 
criticism that “‘intellectuals” already over-predom- 
inate in the parliamentary executive, and a frank 
statement of distrust of “leftist” intellectuals who 
might follow the example of the once-leftist now- 
fascist Mosley, there is a strong appreciation by 
trade unionists of the services rendered by Sir 
Stafford Cripps to them. 


This change takes place at a time when many 
of the issues which formerly split the ranks of the 
Labor Party no longer exist. There is a general 
abandonment of the policy of non-intervention in 
Spain in favor of a stronger pro-Loyalist policy; 
the conference voted for a program of rearma- 
ment. There was no opposition on the anti- 
Japanese boycott and little on the policy of faith 
in collective security and the League of Nations. 
The pacifist wing, led by George Lansbury, and 
the Marxian wing whose attitude resembled that 
of the American Socialist Party on its lack of faith 
in collective security and rearmament, received 
the support of delegates representing about 70,- 
000 trade unionists and 150,000 local labor party 
members. 


In view of the resemblance of this aspect of 
their program to that of the Communist Party, 
the Labor Party’s rejection of unity is an expres- 
sion of distrust based on past experience, the insig- 
nificant number in the Communist Party, and the 
decline of Mosley’s fascist movement. While the 
new members of the Executive and the unity of 
program are taken as signs of strengthening the. 
Party, certainly in general outline on international 
policy, the Labor Party’s program does not seem 
to differ from that of the conservative party. The 
test of labor party strength in Parliament will 
therefore presumably come in its attitude to the 
character of rearmament; to the Spanish policy; 
to the ever-impending threat of an alliance with 
Germany; to a conciliatory policy toward Italy, 
as well as in internal economic and social legisla- 
tion. 
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LET US HAVE PEACE 


HE C. I. O. IS NO LONGER AN EX. 

PERIMENT. It has “sold itself’ to millions 
of workers and the general public. Its success is 
unparalleled. In two brief years it has reached 
and passed the numerical strength of the A. F. of 
L. That is due to the powerful appeal of indus- 
trial unionism. 

A half century ago the A. F. of L. called the 
skilled workers to its craft union banner and 
united the autonomous craft unions in an exceed- 
ingly loose Federation. The A. F. of L. literally 
exterminated the highly centralized Knights of 
Labor, which had included both skilled and un- 
skilled workers. When the K. of L. leadership 
lost the idealism of the founders of the order it 
degenerated into a bureaucracy. That enabled the 
dual union A. F. of L. to triumph over the K. of L. 


The labor saving and skill eliminating machine 
has dug the grave for craft unionism. Of that 
there have been ample and repeated warnings. 
The A. F. of L. refused to heed them, even when 
it became clear that the Federation, because of its 
antiquated policies, was no longer capable of or- 
ganizing the unorganized. That was demon- 
strated with crushing conclusiveness in the mass 
production industries. - 


The A. F. of L. did try to organize the vast 
army of automobile ‘workers. At the beginning 
it met with considerable success. But when the 
Federation, obedient to its craft union “principle’’, 
undertook to parcel out the newly and compactly 
organized automobile workers to the different 
craft Internationals, the automobile workers be- 
came discouraged and lost interest in their organ- 
ization. Under the C. I. O., the Automobile 
Workers’ Union increased its membership from 
30,000 in 1936 to 400,000 now—in one year! 
The number of organized steel workers grew 
from 10,000 under the A. F. of L. to about a 
half million under the C. I. O. Similarly with 
the Textile Workers. The A. F. of L. failed to 
organize them; the C. I. O. succeeded. Why? 
Do the workers prefer Lewis to Green? Per- 
haps now; not before. The difference is between 
the paralyzing effect of craft unionism and the 
stimulating effect of industrial unionism. 


The issue: who was responsible for the split in 
the labor movement, is at present of interest only 
to the historian—as is the issue: who was respon- 
sible for the world war. Every split in the ranks 
of organized labor is unfortunate. But the split is 
here, and the rival labor bodies are judged only 
by their achievements. The Committee for Indus- 
trial Organization has succeeded where the Feder- 
ation had failed. And that tells the story. 


The popular enthusiasm for industrial unionism 
is not due to the philosophy of this form of labor 
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organization. This philosophy was as sound 
thirty years ago as it is now. A generation ago 
industrial unionists were denounced as ‘‘scabs’’ and 
“union wreckers”; now they are acclaimed as 
builders of a new movement. It is due entirely to 
the technological machine. This machine is an 
irresistible advocate of industrial unionism. It has 
created mass-production industries, and its in- 
evitable reflex, mass (industrial) unions. The 
Federation having refused to build such unions, 
the C. I. O. undertook to build them. 


The C. I. O. dramatized its movement with tell- 
ing effect by holding a national conference at At- 
lantic City simultaneously with the Federation con- 
vention in Denver. The nation looked at both 
movements simultaneously and saw them in action. 
There is the inevitable comparison of the individ- 
ual spokesmen. But that is confusing. William 
Green personally is no less an industrial unionist 
than John L. Lewis, both coming from the indus- 
trial union, the United Mine Workers of America. 
On the other hand, Lewis and other C. I. O. 
spokesmen, except the very recent acquisitions, 
came from the A. F. of L., where they had, until 
recently, upheld the A. F. of L. policies. Even as 
late as 1935, Lewis nominated Green for the A. F. 
of L. presidency and praised his leadership. 


The climax of the dramatic C. I. O. meeting 
was the peace conference proposal to the A. F. of 
L. The labor movement schism is becoming in- 
creasingly embarrassing to the Roosevelt Adminis- 
tration. It is almost as difficult for Roosevelt to 
balance his relations with the rival bodies as it is to 
balance the budget. An understanding between 
the two movements would be a great relief to the 
Administration. It is therefore quite possible that 
the peace move was made under pressure from 
the White House. Whatever the immediate 
cause, one can only wish that peace may soon come 
to the labor movement. 


WHAT EVERY STUDENT 


SHOULD KNOW © 
NDREDS OF JEWISH STUDENTS 
leave the United States annually to study 

medicine abroad. ‘They go to whatever Euro- 

pean universities will admit them, particularly to 

Scotch and British Medical Schools. Each term 

this exodus gives rise to indignant outcries about 

discrimination and to pathetic accounts about the 
plight of the Jewish boy who, refused admission 
by American colleges, must seek instruction in 
strange lands. Naturally, no one in his senses 
would deny that there is active and undisguised 
discrimination against American Jewish students. 

Everybody knows that a well-established quota 

system functions in practically every important 

professional school of the country. It functions 
with particular virulence in the medical colleges. 
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The fundamental indecency of a quota system 
hardly requires exposition in the pages of Jewish 
Frontier, and we have a notion that our readers 
suspect the nature of our views on racial discrimin- 
ation. Nevertheless we feel that the situation of 
the Jewish medical student calls for intelligent 
understanding rather than for the routine impas- 
sioned protest. 

In the first place, cognizance must be taken of 
the fact that there are many more applicants for 
admission into the medical schools of the country, 
than available places. For instance, one of our 
leading medical schools has room for 125 fresh- 
men. There are approximately 1,250 applicants 
for these 125 vacancies. In other words, there 
are ten applicants for every vacancy. The same 
condition holds good for nearly every first class 
medical school in the United States. As the rank 
of the college decreases, there is a proportionate 
decrease in the number of applicants for entrance, 
so that for the country as a whole the ratio is less 
than 10 to 1. However, even if all the small ob- 
scure medical schools are included, there are still 
many more candidates than openings. When such 
a state of affairs obtains, a process of selection is 
inevitable. If a first-class university is presented 
with a list of 100 students from which it must 
choose ten, obviously a variety of factors (of 
which scholarship is only one) enters into the 
determination. A high standard of scholarship 
may be assumed. Those falling below a certain 
academic standard do not come up for considera- 
tion, but even after the lower half of the list has 
been automatically disqualified, there still remain 
approximately fifty applicants, of whom a large 
proportion is likely to be Jewish. At this point, 
such criteria as “character”, :“‘personality” and 
“background” enter the field. Every medical 
school will admit freely that its decisions on can- 
didates are influenced only partially by scholarship 
ratings. They will tell you that they are interested 
in developing physicians for the community, and 
that the potential usefulness of a would-be doctor 
cannot be determined solely by his marks. Fur- 
thermore, the Deans will also tell you that their 
universities must serve the country as a whole. 
They cannot limit themselves to one locality or to 
one group. They are national institutions which 
must safeguard their national, representative char- 
acter. To preserve their “all-American” compo- 
sition, some of the leading universities have stipu- 
lated that not more than 5 or 6 students will be 
admitted from any given college in any given 
year. The origin of this ruling is no secret. 
Twenty years ago half the graduating class of one 
of our chief medical schools consisted of Jews. 
When this proportion was reached, the faculty 
expressed “alarm” at the preponderance of a 
“certain element”, the element being Jewish boys 
from City College. How adequately the subse- 
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quent policies have dealt with this “undue con- 
centration” of one group, can be judged from the 
fact, that this same university had a graduating 
class last year which contained fewer than 10% 
of Jewish students. 

As long as the proportion between supply and 
demand is as out of gear as in the medical schools, 
the most heartrending editorials on the subject 
will not alter the situation. Jewish boys and girls 
who wish to study mediciné must take into account 
the fact that the dice are loaded against them. 
Even if the committees on admission of the vari- 
ous colleges were as warmly disposed towards 
Jews as they are probably prejudiced against them, 
there would still not be room for all the eager 
candidates for the medical diploma. The solu- 
tion does not lie in the development of a persecu- 
tion complex on the subject. It lies in the wiser 
selection of vocations. If a field is as hopelessly 
overcrowded as medicine (in a given social and 
economic scheme) a wider vocational range must 
be cultivated. Only such a realization can be of 
service to the Jewish youth of the country. 


CALL TO ACTION 
HE LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 
issued a call to the American Jewish public 
to join its ranks and thereby assist the Histadrut, 
the General Federation of Jewish Labor, in its 
historic eneterprise to establish a labor common- 
wealth in Palestine. The League derives its in- 
spiration from the same sources as the Histadrut. 
Both are striving to achieve the same goal. The 
principle of cooperative and collective effort un- 
derlies all the undertakings of the labor movement 
in Palestine. From its very inception, the Histad- 
rut has sought not only to realize this principle in 
its colonization activities in Palestine, but to ex- 
tend its application to the entire Jewish community 
throughout the world. The pioneers in our na- 
tional homeland look upon us of the Diaspora, 
as partners in a great undertaking, for the fate 
of our halutzim in Palestine affects the well-being 
of the rest of the Jewish people in all the other 
parts of the world. The Histadrut has demon- 
strated that the basis for our regeneration as a 
people is the collective and cooperative form of 
colonization, which is the only guarantee for a 
life of freedom and social and economic security. 
The League for Labor Palestine adheres to the 
same principle of cooperative and collective en- 
deavor. It seeks to rally all progressive and 
labor elements of the American Jewish com- 
munity and direct them toward the support of the 
Histadrut. For the past four years, since its 


organization, the League has gained thousands of 
members and a wide periphery of sympathizers. 
It has made considerable financial contributions 
and has given moral aid to the labor movement 
in Palestine, and what is significant for American 























































Jewry, it has carried the message of the survival 
and rebirth of our people and its culture into many 
circles of our community in this country. 

The League is now entering upon a new phase 
of expansion and at the same time on a phase of 
concentration of effort. The means that the 
League now has at its disposal are incommen- 
surate with the needs of the hour faced by the 
Histadrut in the present economic and political 
crisis in Palestine. Those needs are, however, 
the responsibiliity of the entire Jewish community, 
as well as of the League for Labor Palestine. 
The call of the League for membership and par- 
ticipation in its work, should, therefore, be heeded 
by all those who are in sympathy with the aspira- 
tions of the Jewish workers in our national home- 
land in Palestine. 


GUESTS FROM PALESTINE 
HREE DELEGATES FROM PALES- 
TINE are at present in the United States— 
Berl Katznelson, the brilliant editor of the Davar, 
Goldie Myerson who is here in the interests of 
Nachshon, and Hessie Kupermintz, the guest of 
the Pioneer Women of America. None of these 
figures requires an introduction to our readers. 
We welcome them not merely as leaders of the 
Palestinian working-class, but because their pre- 
sence here is enlightening and reassuring. No- 
thing can give us a keener sense of the unquench- 
able vitality and courage of Jewish Palestine than 
a glance at the activities which these three repre- 
sent. Despite the difficulties and uncertainties that 
cloud the future, the tempo of active reconstruc- 
tion goes on. Training-schools for girl immi- 
grants are being opened in large numbers. The 
new port in Tel Aviv fires the imagination more 
brightly than ever. The Davar, the great labor 
newspaper of Palestine, may be suspended occa- 
sionally because of a particularly vigorous edit- 
orial, but its influence continues to grow not only 
in Palestine but throughout the Jewish world. 
This indomitable will springs not from a cheap 
or ignorant optimism but from the clear-sighted 
heroic devotion of labor Palestine, whose repre- 
sentatives we honor. 


LABOR ZIONIST RECRUITS 


+ ere JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ 
ALLIANCE, Labor Zionist fraternal order, 
is now engaged in a drive for ten thousand mem- 
bers in good standing ‘in New York City, and a 
proportionate number throughout the country. 
Judging by the vitality displayed by the Alliance in 
recruiting members in recent years, it should 
achieve this goal without difficulty, thus broaden- 
ing not only its own ranks, but the ranks of Labor 
Zionism in America. Fraternalism is an old- 
established institution in Jewish life. For cen- 
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turies past, chevroth of all kinds have filled the 
function of Jewish social service agencies, caring 
for the sick, the needy, the unfortunate, and bury- 
ing the dead. In its modern guise, fraternalism is 
a form of consumer’s cooperation—in life and 
health insurance. That is the basic function of a 
fraternal order. But for the various nationalities 
on the American continent, fraternalism has come 
to mean much more than that. The fraternal 
order, in many cases, is the agency of cohesion 
among the members of the nationality, the main- 
stay of national culture, the one remaining ef- 
fective center of national action. The same is 
true in the religious field, and in the field of labor. 
The largest fraternal orders in America are built 
on national, religious, or class lines. It is to the 
credit of the Jewish National Workers’ Alliance 
that it was the first to-attack the parochialism of 
bourgeois Jewish orders on the one hand, and the 
anti-nationalism of the Jewish workers’ orders on 
the other. The constructive program of Labor 
Zionism adopted by the Alliance as its own, was 
an innovation in Jewish fraternal life in this 
country, many features of which others have since 
been moved to imitate. Through its progressive 
approach to Jewish problems, its achievements in 
the Jewish educational and cultural field, its un- 
tiring efforts on behalf of Palestine upbuilding, 
and its devotion to all tasks of the Labor Zionist 
movement, as well as by virtue of its superior 
numbers, the Alliance has won a front place in 
the ranks of American Labor Zionism. 
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HEBREW TEACHERS UNION 
HE HEBREW TEACHERS UNION 


was roganized last June when five associa- 
tions fused into one to promote more vigorously 
economic and professional standards in Hebrew 
schools conducted by synagogues and centers. 
The first general meeting, which took place in 
October, revealed an enrolled membership of 
650 out of the 1200 Hebrew teachers in New 
York City. In a code which the union drew up, 
the Jewish community was given plenty of evi- 
dence to appreciate the need for support. For 
five years teachers’ salaries have been slashed to 
a level below subsistence. Teachers have been 
arbitrarily dismissed and replaced by unlicensed 
instructors at reduced salaries. Some institutions 
found this a simple way to pay their mortgages. 
That in such chaos the first and last sufferers have 
been the children, quite as much as the teachers, 
is a point that parents should not forget. 

At present fifteen teachers’ locals are active 
and some have already enrolled 95% of their 
staffs. The union will open negotiations with 
schools in New York both for minimum salaries 
and a general increase of staffs. That the mini- 
mum demanded is only $1300 a year is an indica- 
tion of what has been the true condition. As we 
go to press, teachers who received a salary of 


$12-$16 weekly for an 18 hour week are on 


strike for a minimum wage, at an institution 
whose president frankly recommends to the teach- 
ers to supplement their earnings elsewhere, if they 
can. And as usual there are elements in the 
community who misrepresent, in the usual man- 
ner, these efforts for teachers to organize, bar- 
gain collectively and improve the standards of 
pedagogy. Meanwhile the -Hebrew Teachers 
Union is building for itself a permanent place 
in the Jewish community whose aid it needs and 
deserves. 


FLIT AND QUOTATION-MARX 


NDER THE INTRIGUING TITLE OF 
“Minority Jingo” (Nation, October 23), 

Mr. Benjamin Stolberg unburdens himself on the 
subject of ‘minority chauvinism”. His theme 
proper is negro jingoism, but in passing he takes 
hearty whacks at other oppressed minorities who 
seek solace for their hurts in “racial vain-glory”. 
The Jews particularly, come in for a sound drub- 
bing. It seems that “professional leaders’’ flour- 
ish in Israel who have quite a neat bag of tricks 
up their sleeves. They encourage “cultural ghet- 
toes’’; they write voluminously in the “‘segregated 
press”; they are “forever sabotaging every ten- 
dency among the middle classes to align them- 
selves with working-class interests. And in turn 
they are forever deflecting the natural militancy of 
the laboring masses in these minorities, into a feel- 
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ing of solidarity with ‘their own people’. On the 
one hand they bewail the spiritual and social iso- 
lation of their minority, and on the other hand, 
they point with pride to its separatist culture.” 
However, despite this formidable array of ills 
to which the harrassed minority mind is exposed, 
Benjamin Stolberg does not despair. According 
to him the Jewish workers have shaken off their 
reactionary separatist leaders and, freed from 
nationalist obfuscation, at last participate in rad- 
ical movements. Hundreds of thousands of Jew- 
ish workers are safe in the bosom of the C.I.O. 
(which in the words of Mr. Stolberg has a “pro- 
foundly liquidating influence on minority chauvin- 
ism”) and the somewhat less liquidating arms of 
the A. F. of L. They listen to John Lewis, Wil- 
liam Green, Sidney Hillman and David Dubinsky 
and thus strengthened are able to withstand the 
siren song of the “nationalists” who would lull 
them into forgetting their class interests. 

Though a branch of the “segregated press” — 
pretty phrase that—we feel that we owe Mr. 
Stolberg something. After all, he dubbed us— 
quotation marks—socialists. And if we try hard 
perhaps, we will graduate from quotation marks 
to Marx. So in all gratitude, we should like to 
offer Mr. Stolberg a little information. We would 
not presume to tamper with Mr. Stolberg’s views. 
If he still holds to the provincial conception de- 
bated two generations ago, that there is an or- 
ganic antagonism between a militant working class 
movement and the development of a nationalist 
culture, we hesitate to stir the dust from so vener- 
able an idea. After all, Mr. Stolberg must be 
familiar with the works of Karl Kautsky, Otto 
Bauer, Carl Renner and, finally, Lenin on the 
national question. He probably knows that Soviet 
Russia actively fosters the national cultures of its 
minorities, finding no conflict between economic 
emancipation and racial self-expression. So if he 
still cherishes the naive hoary notion that reaction- 
aries swarm in separatist “cultural ghettoes”, 
whereas all enlightened beings leap into a radical 
melting pot, whence they emerge with their racial 
individualities boiled away, ready for the Third if 
not the Fourth, International we shall venture no 
rejoinders. But we should like to tell him the 
facts of life about the Jewish workers. We re- 
joice no less than he over their membership in 
the C.I.O. and the A. F. of L. In fact, if Mr. 
Stolberg would occasionally glance at the pages 
of our “segregated press” he would see how large 
a role the problem of working-class solidarity and 
organization plays in our midst. But we must dis- 
illusion him. The Jewish workers who rank among 
the most progressive and militant, display all kinds 
of alarming symptoms. They are profoundly 
interested in Jewish culture. They maintain their 
own Jewish schools and community centers. They 
actively support the Histadrut, the great trade- 
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union of Palestine. And worst of all, Jewish 
working class leaders like David Dubinsky and 
Joseph Schlossberg of the Amalgamated make no 
divorce between the economic and the cultural and 
national problems of Jewish workers. The Jew- 
ish Trade Union Delegation, which visited Pal- 
estine recently, was not deflected from the class 
struggle by its observation of the agricultural and 
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urban communes that it visited. Nor was their 
zeal for trade unionism dampened by the spec- 
tacle of the far-flung activities of the Histadrut. 
As Mr. Stolberg aptly remarks “enlightenment 
is flit on the jingo.” It’s also flit on many a doc- 
trinaire anachronism which puts in a belated ap- 
pearance in the receptive pages of the unsegrega- 
ted press. 


Bankruptcy in Poland 


NE CANNOT DISCUSS THE ECO.- 
NOMIC SITUATION of the Jews in Po- 
land without taking into account the general situa- 
tion of Poland as a whole, its economic structure 
and prospects. We will have to consider first the 
peculiar conditions which arose in independent 
post-war Poland and also the development of the 
country. 

The tragedy of Poland is not only political, but 
economic. Poland is situated between two great 
powers—each a traditional enemy, each growing 
vigorously, each completely totalitarian, each 
armed to the teeth, each with a highly developed 
industry. To expand either politically or eco- 
nomically, Poland must force a way for itself 
between these two. But economically the tragedy 
is deeper, the situation more critical; for the in- 
dependent Polish political organism that was es- 
tablished has lost its historic economic functions. 
During the course of a hundred years—and a 
hundred years of capitalism are equal to at least 
a thousand years of feudalism—partitioned Po- 
land grew dependent upon two functions to keep 
it alive: it was the agrarian region of the West 
(Posen for Germany and Galicia for Austria) 
and the industrial region of the east (Congress- 
Poland for Russia). 

During the first years after the war when it 
seemed that a full-blown liberal-capitalist economic 
system was being established, one could cherish the 
hope that the revived poltical state would con- 
tinue to perform its historic economic functions 
through export and import, that it would remain 
the connecting link between east and west, that 
it would profit from its fortunate geographic posi- 
tion between the industrialized west and the agrar- 
ian east, supplying the former with its cheap agri- 
cultural products and the latter with its cheap 
industrial products. Precisely the dualism of Po- 
land’s historical development promised much for 
the harmonious unification of the country. The 
unfortunate division of the past seemed to have 
insured the happy unity of the future—to have 
created the basis for that balance between agri- 
cultural and industrial economy which is the dream 
of many countries. 





@ by Jacob Lestshinsky 


To be sure, Soviet Russia had already devel- 
oped a tendency toward industrialization and au- 
tarchy. German agricultural policies also had, 
immediately after the war, been directed toward 
expanding the sown area and intensifying agricul- 
tural production with the goal of supplying the 
economic needs of the country independently. But 
in the first place, no one imagined that it would 
be possible to carry out the industrialization of 
Russia with such speed or that it would so soon 
include not only production goods, but also the 
consumers’ goods which had been the chief article 
of export of Polish industry. Nor did anyone 
imagine that the time was at hand when the re- 
agrarianization of Germany would proceed so 
rapidly that it would nave an effect on the agricul- 
tural exports of neighboring countries. Still less 
did anyone forsee the autarchic tendencies of 
highly industrialized Germany. 

In the second place there was the reasonable 
expectation that other markets would compensate 
for the partial contraction of the Russian indus- 
trial and the German agricultural markets :—Lat- 
via, Lithuania and Rumania and the other Balkan 
states, Turkey and Persia, India and China—all 
these countries, south and east of Poland, geo- 
graphically and culturally closer to the Polish mar- 
ket than to the distant, expensive west, fed the 
hope that the pre-war. industrial development 
would continue. Several of these countries had 
been the customers of the Polish textile industry 
even before the war and actually reestablished 
their connections with its centers during the early 
post-war years. Even unfriendly Lithuania had 
to import Polish textiles to which the population 
had been accustomed for decades, by way of 
Danzig. The prospect, too, of winning new mar- 
kets for agricultural products outside of Germany, 
in west and north Europe, seemed to have pos- 
sibilities during the first years after the war. 

The economic development of Poland during 
the first decade of its independence corresponded 
more or less to the expectations outlined above. 
It was possible to reestablish the economy of the 
country to its full pre-war extent, to reestablish 
all the pre-war branches of industry, and even to 
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advance further by establishing new forms of in- 
dustry (rubber, canning, chemicals, etc.) and by 
opening new markets (English colonies for ready- 
made clothing; north European countries and 
Italy for coal, etc.). The sundered Polish eco- 
nomic organism began to grow together. The 
centrifugal tendencies of some parts were greatly 
weakened even though the newly created center 
did not as yet have strong attractive and organiz- 
ing force. The economy of Poland began to 
function as a part of the economic structure of the 
world, and particularly of Europe. Its new func- 
tions in European economy seemed natural and 
organic outgrowths of the economic development 
of Poland in the course of its political enslavement. 
But the last crisis almost completely destroyed 
these hopes and plans; it set Poland back so far 
and so completely separated Polish economy from 
international economy, that the country has not 
yet been able to recover even though the world 
crisis has long been over. It is not necessary to 
emphasize here that the last crisis was the result 
not only of the usual capitalist gap between pro- 
duction and purchase power, but was in large part 
due to the disintegration of the world market re- 
sulting from the autarchic tendencies of national 
economies. The crisis not only revealed in full 
measure the tendency to develop from a world 
economy. to relatively independent national econ- 
omies, but also gave impetus to and increased the 
tempo of these autarchic tendencies. Processes of 
industrialization which, originally developed, 
would have required decades, have been completed 
in a few years. Reagrarianization experiments 
which formerly had no influence at all on the 
international market have now taken such form 
that they have appreciably disorganized the world 
market. The disorganization has been deepened 
by the individual national methods adopted by 
various countries, which have thrown aside all 
thought of profit and all regard for the future 
to seek methods of raising themselves immediately 
out of the slough of the world crisis. One of the 
quickest and therefore momentarily helpful me- 
thods for emerging from the world crisis became 
the tendency to isolate oneself from the world 
economy; to make oneself as autarchic, as self- 
sufficient as possible. But being unable to avoid 
the world market entirely, if only because of the 
natural limits which every autarchy has, these 
countries buy only in those places where payment 
could be made in goods and not in cash. Neither 
the price nor the quality of goods any longer 
plaved a part in this commerce of barter. 

The result has been not the complete liquidation 
of the world crisis, but that the strongest and 
richest countries, those that are best organized 
and best disciplined, have squirmed their way out 
of the crisis. For the most part this has been 
achieved by internal strain, by exploiting the accu- 
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mulated wealth of the people, by using substitutes 
and keeping consumption low, by mortgaging fu- 
ture generations and building public works, and 
finally by an armaments race which has had no 
equal in human history. It is self-evident in the 
nature of the situation that these individual, na- 
tional, greatly inflated revivals, even if artificial, 
should also influence the world market. Never- 
theless, international trade is today far below the 
growth in world production despite a whole series 
of favorable factors, such as poor crops, in several 
countries that produce grain and raw materials, 
the intensive industrialization of the agrarian 
countries which need machines and other produc- 
tion goods, and the colossal armaments race—all 
of which should cause a strong rise in world trade. 


For the purpose of our present theme it is 
enough to say that Poland possessed neither the 
material and financial nor the cultural and political 
forces to withstand the crisis and to meet the dis- 
integration of world economy by a desperate mo- 
bilization of every national resource. Poland 
lacked both the broad base of raw materials, on 
which it was possible for Russia to erect an indus- 
trial structure by superhuman sacrifices, and she 
lacked the rich industry of Germany which en- 
abled it also by stint of colossal strain as well as 
really sound and intelligent financial manipulation 
and combination, to create a base of raw materials 
out of thin air. 

Ruined and destroyed by the war; faced with 
the colossal tasks of uniting three districts which 
were separate and distinct for a long period into 
a single economic organism; of reestablishing old 
and creating new market connections under en- 
tirely new and extremely unfavorable economic 
and political conditions; of creating a military and 
state apparatus which should somewhat impress 
powerful, hostile neighbors—Poland did not carry 
out a single one of these monumental tasks 
when the world crisis came. Because a different 
world emerged from the last world crisis, a world 
very remote from the liberal capitalist economy 
which had helped Poland establish its previous 
economic functions, Poland was suddenly faced 
with a whole series of problems which it was in- 
capable of solving. That explains why, when the 
index of world production, compared to 1929, is 
above 100 (110.5)? and production in Europe 
almost at 100?, Polish production stands at only 
72.23, lower than in 1925.4 

Poland is equally retarded in foreign trade. 
In industrial products Poland depends above all 
on the export of textiles, and just in this field all 


1Bulletin mensuel de Statistique. Societe des Nation. Geneve 1937. 
No. 3, p. 103. 


2ibid. 
Sibid. 
4These figures are for the year 1936. During the last half-year Polish 


production reached 82 in comparison to 1929, but world production grew 
even more rapidly. 
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countries are hastening to establish their own pro- 
duction in the last ten years. Latvia, Lithuania, 


Rumania and Jugoslavia have created textile in-' 


dustries which can almost satisfy the demands of 
the native markets. 

This is how textile production has grown, com- 
pared to 1929 (1929-100), in various countries :° 

















1) Chile 227.0 
2) Denmark 147.4 
3) Finland 143.9 
4) Canada 122.9 
5) Germany 106.7 
6) Czechoslovakia  eeescsscsssnssen 91.3 
7) Poland 30.0 





Poland could swim along with the world trend, 
but she cannot swim alone, which is necessary in 
our autarchic period. 


The outlook is melancholy. Every belated 
capitalism has little chance of winning new mar- 
kets for its goods. This is especially true in view 
of the present rate of industrialization of agrarian 
and colonial countries. But Poland’s chance of 
competing even with its cheap agricultural prod- 
ucts is also poor. The Polish governments have 
not only drained the savings of its citizens and so 
destroyed the growth of the internal market and 
hindered the development of industry, but they 
have done very little to improve and intensify 
Polish agriculture. Polish agricultural products 
are inferior in quality not only to those of Den- 
mark and Holland, but even to those of Latvia 
and Lithuania where there has been a radical re- 
form of agriculture through the expenditure of 
much capital. While Poland spent huge sums on 
the army to create the illusion that it was a great 
power, these small countries paid more attention 
to making their agricultural products meet the 
high standards of the north European market and 
to creating their own industries. The result was 
two-fold: the improved agricultural economy cre- 
ated a stable market for the industry, which is 
developing slowly, but steadily and organically, 
in these countries. Both of these small countries 
withstood the crisis better and got out of it sooner 
than did Poland. 

Although world trade is far below world pro- 
duction, it has nevertheless risen significantly dur- 
ing the last few years, but for the most part in 
products which Poland does not have; raw ma- 
terials, metals, and production goods. Poland 
has, of course, also benefitted from the general 
upturn and rise in prices. The conditions of the 
Polish peasantry has improved a little thanks to 
the rise in the prices of agricultural products and 
this has naturally had an effect on other branches 
of economy and so somewhat revitalized the coun- 
try. The French loan which made it possible for 
the government to start a number of large works 
was helpful. Unemployment fell a little. But all 


Sloc. cit., No. 4, p. 146. 
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this was only a drop in the ocean of poverty and 
need, submerging millions of people. The coun- 
try has not come out of the crisis. On the con- 
trary, the crisis has been transformed into a per- 
manent critical condition. 

This critical economic condition, intensified by 
a series of other crises such as the political un- 
certainty that has lasted for years, has caused a 
tremendous depression’ in Polish society. The 
realization that the development of world econ- 
omy is in a direction offering little chance for the 
development of Polish economy which cannot get 
out of the ditch under its own power; the thought 
that the best opportunities for solving the prin- 
cipal problems of Polish economy—the agrarian 
problem—have been allowed to slip; the con- 
sciousness that one has fallen behind in every 
field and is faced with colossal tasks far beyond 
one’s material and spiritual strength—all this is 
causing a mood of despair and hopelessness in 
Polish society. 

And so one seeks someone upon whom to un- 
load this oppressive accumulation of trouble; one 
seeks a scapegoat; one seeks to remove from one’s 
own uneasy conscience the responsibility for all 
the disasters that have been suffered and all the 
mistakes that have been made; one seeks someone 
upon whom to throw the blame so that one may 
justify one’s own negligence, one’s own inability 
to solve these gigantic problems which history has 
placed on the weak shoulders of the first genera- 
tion of liberated Poland. 

We have come to the very source of the anti- 
Semitic flood which is pouring over all Poland. 

Later we will have an opportunity to take up 
the economic causes of the anti-Semitism of the 
various strata, the various classes, but the most 
characteristic thing about the present wave of 
anti-Semitism in Poland is that it has most vio- 
lently engulfed the intellectual, that class which 
feels itself especially called upon to forge the fate 
of liberated Poland and which therefore feels 
most deeply the contrast between the task set and 
the ability shown. 

Latently anti-Semitism is a phenomenon that 
is common to all strata and classes in every Chris- 
tian nation and at all times. It is an emotion feed- 
ing on all sorts of hereditary elements, chiefly 
religious, but! also ethnic-social and cultural-politic- 
al. This is not the place to take up the factors 
which have caused fear and hate of the Jew to 
fill the soul of many Christians. “Fhese emotions 
of fear and hate, slumbering in the unconscious, 
are easily mobilized, easily activated and dynamic. 
That is why this force is so often exploited in 
periods of sharpened economic or political strife; 
tha is why it is so easily and brazenly exploited 
by different groups, by classes that are entirely in 
conflict with each other, by rich land-owners and 
declassed village rabble, by wealthy manufacturers 
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and declassed urban citizens or lumpen-proletar- 
ians. Its availability, even if only latently, serves 
also to explain the ‘nature of the accusations 
against the Jews. 

But this latent hatred of the Jews can come into 
conflict with the economic interests of the whole 
country or of certain classes—and then it is sub- 
merged below the surface of life, remaining ready 
to break out at the first change which will make its 
exploitation possible. Active anti-Semitism was 
bad for the economic development of Germany in 
the nineteenth century, and the greater part of 
even the bourgeoisie renounced it. The conscious, 
organized Polish peasantry knows very well that 
the land-owning class wants to drown agrarian 
reform in the flood of anti-Semitism and there- 
fore remains passively anti-Semitic, potentially 
anti-Semitic. The conscious, organized Polish 
working-class understands very well the game of 
the bourgeoisie, which wishes to transfer the cen- 
ter of gravity of social struggle from the social to 
the national and is actively against anti-Semitism. 
But that does not mean that individuals of these 
classes are free from the poison of Jew-hatred 
and do not participate as individuals in active anti- 
Semitism. And that is why it is so easy for them 
as a group, in a given social or political situation, 
to join the anti-Semitic movement. 

These short remarks on the historical character 
of anti-Semitism and on the universality and per- 
manence of hatred for the Jew were necessary to 
make clearer the role that intellectuals, drunk 
with anti-Semitism, can play. The intellectuals 
have within them all the conflicts and contradic- 
tions that are found in the people; they have with- 
in them also, and more strongly, all the integrating 
forces, all the unifying and binding factors. And 
that explains their great role in the life of every 
people, a role which far exceeds their numerical 
importance. Thanks to the political development 
of the partitioned and enslaved Polish people this 
super-class role of the Polish intellectuals has 
grown far beyond their strength and talents. They 
have won colossal influence over all parts of the 
people, have colored every social movement with- 
out exception with their nationalist-chauvinist 
ideology, and have infected every class with their 
pretentions to being a great power. 

‘These intellectuals who control the political 
spokesmen, the press, the schools, the theatre— 
ina word, the soul of the people—and who hold 
besides, the martyr-victor crown of Polish libera- 
tion—create the anti-Semitic atmosphere that is 
so characteristic of present-day Poland. They 
exploit every economic need and the worry of 
every class, every political difficulty of the coun- 
try, all the psychic disruption of the war genera- 
tion and all the ideological anarchy of the post- 
war spirit—to pile up around the Jews mountains 
of sins and offences, mountains of hate and enmity. 
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Anti-Semitism, its dynamics, the extent and in- 
tensity of its attack—are all closely bound up with 
the special economic and political conditions of a 
period and people. All types of anti-Semitism, 
regardless of how they differ, depend upon pas- 
sions which are rooted deep in history. But anti- 
Semitism has never been a remedy, a way out of 
the social and political difficulties exploited by it 
to inflame Jew-hatred. No matter how useful 
anti-Semitism may be as a maneuver, as an evasion 
of basic problems, as sand thrown in the eyes of 
the uneducated masses, as an opiate for one’s own 
social conscience, in the same measure is it un- 
fruitful as a means of finding a true solution for 
social troubles and political problems. 

This can be seen very clearly in the present 
complicated and difficult situation of Poland. 
Every class that is afraid of fundamental reforms, 
that is interested in retaining the old economic 
and political privileges, that dreads the anger of 
the starving masses, has grasped hold of anti- 
Semitism with a desperate grip. On the other 
hand, those classes that suffer most from the pov- 
erty and backwardness of Poland, but are struggl- 
ing for radical, real remedies for existing evils— 
just these groups and classes, such as the organized 
peasantry, speak out against anti-Semitism or 
avoid active anti-Semitism. 

For it is enough just to state the great economic 
problems of contemporary Poland—seven to eight 
million landless and poverty-stricken peasants; an 
agricultural yield half that of neighboring Ger- 
many; consumption that is a fourth or a fifth that 
of neighboring countries; an industry that calls 
to mind the industrial conditions of western Eu- 
rope seventy or eighty years ago—and it is clear 
to everyone that the center of these very difficult 
problems cannot be the population of three mil- 
lion Jews who are organically a part of the Polish 
economy and fulfill functions for which the rest 
of the population is absolutely unfit technically, 
culturally, psychically, and financially. 

It is equally clear that the anti-Semitic plague 
raging at present in impoverished Poland is ruin- 
ing the still feeble young industry and disorganiz- 
ing the already disturbed, primitive Polish com- 
merce. If we take a broad, objective view of the 
point of development which Poland has reached, 
every economist as well as every human being 
with common sense will have to admit that Jewish 
commercial abilities and connections, Jewish adap- 
tability and mobility, qualities which have grown 
organically out of the historical development of 
Poland, are by no means superfluous in this ter- 
ribly backward country. The Polish economic 
structure is weak and poorly-organized, requiring 
the individual abilities of millions and every tiny 
bit of capital. The Polish Jewish population does 
not exercise the functions of the upper ten thou- 
sand, of leaders and directors. It is organically 
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woven into every branch of economy and into its 
every stage—into labor as well as into technical 
and commercial leadership and financial and cre- 
ative initiative. And initiative and adaptability 
are very important factors in a backward country. 
There are whole branches of economy in which 
Jews fill seventy or eighty percent of all jobs— 
from the unskilled laborer who works sixteen 
hours a day, through the clerk, the travelling 
salesman, the commission merchant, the shipping 
clerk, the truck driver, the financier, to the mer- 
chant and manufacturer. 

When there is such a many-branched participa- 
tion of a group in the economic life of a country, 
every shakeup of the group must be accompanied 
by a general shakeup; every injury to a single 
organ endangers the life of the organism as a 
whole. That can easily be proven. Only recently 
the Lodz chamber of commerce complained that 
the anti-Jewish excesses disorganized and ruined 
the textile trade. Eighty or eighty-five percent 
of the textile trade is still in the hands of Jews, 
and if the Jewish merchant refrains from buying 
merchandise because he is afraid of excesses, if 
a hundred textile merchants go bankrupt because 
they have been the victims of pogroms (Pchitik, 
Minsk - Nozovietsk, Opotchno, Vilna, Brisk, 
Tchstochow, and many more), then textile pro- 
duction must be disorganized. And if Jews are 
being beaten in nearby Vilna and Brisk, surely the 
Jewish textile manufacturers in Bialastoc, who 
make up a full one hundred percent of all textile 


Palestine —The 


ARADOXICAL THOUGH IT SEEMS, 
the Mufti’s flight to Syria has partially saved 

the prestige of the British government. A po- 
litical offender whose arrest was ordered two 
months ago, fooled the officials and quietly es- 
caped across the border. Ordinarily this would 
compromise a government, but the situation was 
even more compromising before the Mufti’s 
flight. Because all the time the government knew, 
every child on the street knew, where “public 
enemy number one”’ was, what he did, and how 
he kept in touch with his followers—and they 
were unable to get him. Besides, the government 
could not send soldiers or police into the holy 
of holies of the Mosque of Omar. Who knows 
how long the Mufti might have remained there? 
His flight to Syria therefore solved a problem for 
the government which it was itself unable to solve. 
The flight of one under technical or potential 
arrest is a much smaller loss of prestige than his 
daily mockery of the government: “Here I am,” 
he says, “‘and this is where I do my political man- 
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manufacturers, cannot quietly produce for and 
supply foreign markets with their goods. 


And yet, the ruling classes are playing this 
dangerous game. Because never yet, it seems, has 
it been so horribly plain, that, let anti-Semitism 
cost the country what it will, the social-political 
needs of the interested groups will drive these 
groups to make use of it because it is the historic- 
ally proven best means to obscure the crying needs 
of the oppressed classes. Never in history have 
the horns of the dilemma been so sharp, the al- 
ternatives so open and clear: either the starved 
and desperate peasantry will throw itself on the 
land-owners, will carry through the agrarian revo- 
lution and create entirely new social, economic, 
and political conditions for the future development 
of the Polish state; or it will let itself be incited 
against the Jewish shop-keepers and workers and 
will vent its anger at the-world in pogroms; either 
the estates of the land-owners or the Jewish 
villages! 

Meanwhile there are pogroms in the Jewish 
villages. That is easier and is supported by so 
loud a social chorus that the voices calling to action 
against the estates of the land-owners are drowned 
out in it. But the country—the villages and the 
poverty of the cities—has not yet spoken the last 
word. Often pogroms are symptoms of coming 
events, the lightning of the approaching storm. 


(This is the first of a series of articles on Jews in Poland, 
Soviet Russia and other European countries.) 


Spain of Asia? 
®@ by Hayim Greenberg 


ouevering; and you know it, everyone knows it, 
and you have a whole army around the place 
where I am, and you can’t do anything to me.” 
One might even believe that the government knew 
of the Mufti’s plan to abscond quietly and de- 
liberately pretended not to know so as to have 
one dilemma less. 

What the Mufti will do now depends not only 
on his own will, but also on the opportunities that 
will be given or denied him by the various inter- 
ested groups. In Syria he will try to create a 
basis for his new political offensive, if the Syrian 
government is hospitable enough. Geographic- 
ally, Syria is the best place for a concentration of 
Arab nationalist forces which are trying to ‘‘do” 
something in Palestine. It is, however, very im- 
probable that the Syrian government will show the 
Mufti and his collaborators sufficient liberal hos- 
pitality to create serious complications for itself. 
Besides, the Syrian government is not its own 
master in such things: the French authorities and 
the French army divisions which are still stationed 
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in Syria ‘“‘also” have something to say: at present 
they will certainly not permit anyone to fight 
openly against English political and strategic in- 
terests in a country belonging to the French sphere 
of influence. If the Mufti has not yet decided to 
take an absolutely Italian orientation and to burn 
all the bridges leading to negotiation with Eng- 
land behind him, he will not go to Rome, as it is 
rumored, but will try his luck in Lraq. 

But be that as it may, one cannot fail to see 
that the aggressive Arabs are oriented more and 
more openly toward Italy. This can be observed 
in trifles; lately this has been even clearer in a 
number of major political manifestations. The 
two Italian officers who were recently arrested 
near Acre did not come to Palestine to pray at 
the Holy Sepulchre. The disarming of English 
police between Hebron and Beer-Sheva; the shouts 
of the Arab mob: “go drink whiskey and play 
golf ... we aren’t afraid of you, because the great 
man Mussolini will take our part’—these are no 
accidents. The naive, agitated Arabs simply 
spoke out what their leaders were thinking. 
The Mussolini legend, the legend of the 
“strong man’ who is getting ready to destroy 
British power throughout the world and bring 
salvation to Islam, has seeped into the farthest 
wastes of the Arab desert, has become part of the 
dreams of the Bedouin and the camel driver. A 
demonstration against England was _ recently 
agreed upon between the Imam Yechie of Yemen 
and the Italian government. It is not yet clear 
in what that agreement consists concretely, and 
how far holy Mecca and Medina are ready to go 
in their friendship with holy Rome, but the text 
of the letter which the ruler of Yemen recently 
addressed to Mussolini speaks for itself. One 
cannot believe that such a pro-Italian and (at this 
time) naturally anti-British letter was sent with- 
out the knowledge and consent of the “mighty 
ruler” of Hejaz. 

It is no chance that there are “prophets” in 
Rome who can foretell when the horse will be 
stolen from the stable. The Italian papers pre- 
dicted almost the exact date when the new wave 
of terror would break out in Palestine. If there 
are so many pro-Italians among the Arabs, or at 
least so many nationalists ready to “flirt’’ with 
“the strong man Mussolini”, the “flirtation”? with 
Islam on the part of the Italian government will 
become steadily more brazen. Did it provoke or 
just order telegrams sent to Rome from Libya in 
the name of the Arab-speaking Moslem popula- 
tion which is supposed to be horrified by English 
brutality in Palestine? Has the situation of the 
Mohammedans in Ethiopia, where so much blood 
is still flowing, suddenly become so comfortable 
that their only worry now is the situation of their 
fellow-Moslems in Palestine? Are they really 
imploring Mussolini to defend them against Eng- 
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lish imperialism? The Populo d’Italia (Musso- 
lini’s personal organ) cannot, alas, endure injustice 
and has sanctimoniously warned England against 
the ‘‘Herodias regime which it has established in 
Palestine.” 

Just two years ago, in October of 1935, the 
political crisis began under the aegis of Anglo- 
Italian competition. The six months of tragedy 
that followed continued under this influence. The 
country is still under the cloud of “Italy vs. Eng- 
land.” Palestine is now in a certain sense the 
Spain of Asia. 

It is not easy to draw clear, practical conclusions 
from the situation that has been created. But it 
is clear that what is now happening in Palestine 
cannot be considered as a series of isolated acts 
of only local importance, but must be considered 
as closely related to the whole explosive interna- 
tional situation. The new crisis in Palestine began 
on the day when the Italians fired their first shot, 
is still being considered the signal for a new world 
war. The crisis can perhaps not be solved as long 
as its causes are not removed, as long as the dan- 
ger of a new universal blood-bath still hangs over 
the world. What is happening today in Madrid 
or Barcelona must be echoed tomorrow in Jeru- 
salem and Beer Sheva... 

It is therefore not so easy to foretell the direc- 
tion that English policy will take in the Orient as 
a whole, and in Palestine in particular—whether 
England will really decide to continue the policy 
of the “iron fist” carried on for the last few 
weeks, or whether it will suffer a change of heart 
and will return to its previous “careful” and “‘tol- 
erant’”’ course. It is therefore also impossible to 
predict whether the English government will re- 
main true to its plan to partition Palestine and 
establish two new states on the mandated territory 
which was entrusted to it. To govern Palestine 
according to the letter and the spirit of the man- 
date, to permit a large Jewish immigration and 
to help build the Jewish national home is polit- 
ically and strategically dangerous for England— 
that is the sense of the proposals of the Royal 
Commission, that is the interpretation that Lon- 
don gave later, and that is why the plan of parti- 
tion was created. But the developments of the 
last few months have shown (even though one 
should have foreseen it) that the partition plan, 
too, and the idea of two new sovereignties are 
not to be so easily realized, and that similar dan- 
gers lurk on the road to their realization. If 
England wanted to perform the “surgical opera- 
tion” on Palestine, to secure its front in the Orient 
against a new world war or a serious conflict with 
Italy, then it now has sufficient cause if not for dis- 
appointment, at least for scepticism. Italy will stir 
up the Moslem world in general, and the Arabs 
in particular, because of the partition plan no less 
than because of the ‘‘philo-Semitic’’ mandate. The 
















































appetities which have developed among the ex- 
treme Arab nationalists cannot be satisfied by par- 
tition just as before they could not be satisfied 
by the mandate. Syria, Lebanon and Egypt are 
three Arab-speaking countries which will not put 
great hindrances in the path of the plan for a 
Jewish state. Egypt has a reason for honest co- 
operation with England against Italy (the ques- 
tion of the Sudan!) ; Syria and Lebanon want eco- 
nomic cooperation with the Jewish settlers; they 
are also too dependent on France and know what 
it would mean for them to be sacrificed to Italy 
with its old plans of “‘colonizing” a country that is 
“climatically so suitable for Italian colonists.” But 
these three countries, at least so far as their pres- 
ent governments are concerned, would not hinder 
England from carrying out the mandate consistent- 
ly, if it were to decide to do that. London is afraid 
of anti-British sentiment chiefly in Iraq and on 
the Arabian Peninsula. But regardless of the 
extent to which a Britophobic and pro-Italian 
orientation exists in those countries (it doesn’t 
matter whether such an orientation is wise or 
foolish from the Arab point of view), one can- 
not polarize that sentiment by the partition of 
Palestine. The establishment of a Jewish state 
in a part of a “purely Arab” country is regarded 
as no less an insult to “national feelings and in- 
trests’’ and to “religiously based rights’ than the 
carrying out of the mandate—and especially when 
according to the present scheme of partition, Mos- 
lem sanctuaries must remain in the territory of a 
permanent English mandate. In England, it 
seems, they now see the difficulties on the “easier” 
road more clearly, and that perhaps partially ex- 
plains why the government is not hastening to take 
decisive steps as it intended doing several months 
ago, and why the new commission to Palestine of 
which English representatives spoke in Geneva 
has not only not yet sailed, but has not yet even 
been named... 

What, then, are the practical conclusions which 
we can draw from this situation which is probably 
no clearer to the English government than to us? 

In the first place our next political step in Pal- 
estine must be increased economic activity. It may 
be that because of the general international situa- 
tion, because of the special difficulties which Eng- 
land may now meet in the Near East, and be- 
cause of its wavering policy which we are in no 
position to alter, we will not be able to take any 
serious political steps (in the narrow and specific 
sense of the word) in the near future. But the 
history of the half century since we have begun 
work in Palestine has taught us that rational, plan- 
ned economic activity is not only economics, but 
in the final analysis it is also politics—effective pol- 
itics. The economic foundation for a Jewish 
settlement that we laid before the war, brought 
the Balfour Declaration in 1917 and the mandate 
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later. Our economic activity in the course of 
fifteen post-war yeears brought to political 
maturity the idea of a Jewish state with pro- 
jected boundaries which we consider unsatisfac- 
tory, but which are much larger than they would 
have been if we had not previously worked out its 
political geography by constructive economic work. 
That is the path on which we must continue, re- 
gardless of what sort of political calculations are 
made, regardless of how the present political situ- 
ation is viewed, and of what is expected of the 
future. We are interested, above all, in as great 
economic power as possible, in as wide economic 
expansion as possible for the Yishuv. Under all 
conditions and in the light of any orientation, no 
unemployment must be permitted in the country, 
our agricultural positions must be economically 
consolidated, the young Jewish industry must have 
new energy pumped into it, Jewish trade and 
Jewish transportation must now receive a stronger 
impetus, internally and externally, on land and on 
sea; the new settlements which were so heroically 
established in purely Arab sections must be eco- 
nomically fortified; still more settlements must be 
made in other sections, wherever possible, where- 
ever the energy of the Halutz can be directd. 
Whoever still believes in the future of the man- 
date as an instrument of Jewish upbuilding, must 
understand that the enlarged economic strength 
of the Jewish Yishuv will make it even more 
effective; whoever believes in partition and a 
Jewish state in the near future, must understand 
that the greater our economic power the less will 
it be possible to dictate unfavorable terms to us in 
the decisive moment; he must understand that the 
broader our geographic expansion in the as yet 
unpartitioned Palestine, the better the boundaries 
we will be able to bargain for at the division; who- 
ever believes in the “transfer” of the Arab popu- 
lation ,in what the Royal Commission called “‘ex- 
change of population”, should be interested in see- 
ing to it that we have Jewish settlements even in 
sections which will be in the Arab state, so as to 
make the transfer plan more real, so that in part 
at least we will be able to talk of a real ‘‘exchange” 
of Jews for Arabs and Arabs for Jews. 

Precisely in this matter, where it is a question 
of fundamentals, all of us—those who say “yes”, 
those who say “no’’, are unjustifiably passive, and 
criminally lacking in initiative. Those who say 
yes are taken up with their visions and the fore- 
taste of even greater visions; those who say no 
are taken up with their criticism of those who say 
yes, with real or imagined complaints; the scep- 
tics are taken up with their gloom and their crit- 
icism of the other two. Unfortunately there has 
not yet crystallized the clear consciousness that if 
we are destined to say the final yes, we must pre- 
pare for it economically so that the yes will amount 
to something, and so that it will be able to compel 






of 
ical 
ro- 
fac- 
uld 
- its 


rk. 


are 
itu- 
the 
eat 
mic 

all 


Ty, 
lly 
ave 


ind 
per 


lly 
co- 


re- 
td. 
an- 
ust 
rth 


re 
nd 
vill 

in 


yet 
ies 


4 
it- 





NoveMBER, 1937 


the other groups to utter a few “yeses” which we 
need so badly; and that if we are destined to say 
the final ‘‘no’’, that “no” must be able to support 
itself on a larger and more imposing economic 
base. 

Has not the time come for all sides to begin 
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emphasizing the things that unite them; to remem- 
ber the simple, the so frequently tested and so 
frequently confirmed truth that—economics is 
politics, too, perhaps the most important and 
most effective politics? 


What Price Publicity ? 


O WHAT EXTENT should news about 
Jews appear in the newspapers? That ques- 
tion has become an increasing source of recrimina- 
tion among American Jewish communal groups. 
From one side come the adjectives: sychophantic, 
abject, cowardly. From the other side are hurled 
the charges: self-seeking, blatant, demagogic. 
But what is involved is more than a battle of ad- 
jectives. 

I should like to make this clear at once: I am 
not so much interested in what non-Jews are led to 
believe about Jews as in what Jews come to think 
about themselves. 

In the general picture which the individual Jew 
paints of his leaders, their ideas and his Jewish 
community life the most important factor is the 
press: Yiddish, English-Jewish and general. Day 
after day he absorbs a constant stream of sugges- 
tions which color his impressions of what is true 
and what must be done. To the extent that these 
impressions are the result of genuine and factual 
news, they are not the concern of these present ob- 
servations. But news is frequently of an artificial 
character. In other words, it is the product of 
publicity. 

To give professional definition to that word, 
publicity is any item of news published in a news- 
paper which is released to the press by a publicity 
agent or is the result of an event or situation 
created by the planning of a publicity agent. Pub- 
licity is, therefore, distinct from promotion, which 
is the larger sphere of the publicity agent’s imagin- 
ation, covering such activities as lectures, radio, 
motion pictures, literature, billboards and a host 
of other devices to attract the attention of the pub- 
lic to an individual or a product or an idea. The 
harsher term of “publicity man” or “press agent”’ 
is often disguised as “‘public relations counsel” or 
“information secretary” or even “research direc- 
tor”. But, in essence, his job is to get into the 
newspapers as frequently and as much news about 
his client as the traffic will bear. 

There is not a major Jewish institution in 
America today which does not have a publicity 
man—or two or three. Some of them are part- 
time hirelings who may occasionally find them- 
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selves in the position of publicising two utterly op- 
posed causes at the same time. For the function 
of the average publicity man is not to question the 
merits of his client but to convince the public that 
the latter has merits. 

The rise of the publicity man in American Jew- 
ish communal life is largely a post-war product. 
Today there are scores of literate and even illiter- 
ate Jews who are erecting a facade of Jewish pub- 
lic opinion through the publicity which they write 
and place in newspapers. To what extent is the 
facade only surface deep? To what extent, if 
any, does it conceal the true composition of ideas 
and activities in organized Jewish life? 

The Jewish public, like any public, is inarticu- 
late. It is taken for granted that its thoughts and 
hopes are expressed through leaders and institu- 
tions. But the natural link between the public and 
their leaders is now broken in the main by a new 
element which changes, polishes—and occasionally 
distorts. 

Recently, in speaking before the American 
Newspaper Publishers’ Association, Edwin 
Friendly, business manager of the New York Sun, 
urged “killing off the free publicity nuisance.” 
He was referring to the raids of advertisers on 
editorial space, but the execution of his suggestion 
would confer benefits on Jewish community life. 

The wells of Jewish thought are too often mud- 
died because what appears to have been said was 
never said and what was declared to have hap- 
pened never occurred. But what is far worse is 
that what was actually said was written with the 
deliberate purpose of achieving publication. The 
free interplay of ideas, honest reaction to events, 
the calm consideration of grave problems are sub- 
ordinated to the great god Publicity. To become 
specific is to invite a chorus of denunciations from 
miscellaneous quarters and to attract the charge of 
anti-Semitism. But what is said about publicity in 
relation to public life applies with just as great 
cognency to America as a whole as to its Jewish 
citizens. That, however, does not exempt Jews 
from examining their own plight, particularly since 
their problems are of such character that the lack 
of sober judgment carries graver consequences. 
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New York may not be America but Jewish 
America is frequently a reflection of Jewish New 
York, because it is in the great metropolis that 
ideas are brewed and it is there that the dominant 
leaders of Jewish life are to be found. The prob- 
lem of publicity outside of New York and other 
great centers of Jewish population is not identical 
with that in New York. But since what happens 
in New York has so decisive an influence on what 
the rest of American Jewry thinks and does major 
attention can be centered on the city which harbors 
some two million Jews. 


The subject of publicity has many ramifications. 
It involves the value of publicity to institutional! 
and organization growth, to the acceptance of 
ideas and movements, to the process of fund-rais- 
ing, to the dissemination of news. In substance, 
publicity has only two purposes: glorification and 
information. To what extent are the two deliber- 
ately confused ? 


It is interesting to observe that the Yiddish 
press is far more scrupulous and discriminating in 
its attitude to publicity than are the general news- 
papers. There are, of course, Yiddish publicity 
men whose object is to get into the papers a maxi- 
mum about their clients, whether individuals or or- 
ganizations. But the Yiddish city editors would 
never pass some of the crude “stunts” that English 
papers absorb with such naivete. In fact, the 
charge has been made against these city editors by 
press agents frantic under the gibing of their 
clients that they refuse to print news, no matter 
how authentic and timely, if it may be suspected of 
pleasing someone. The Yiddish press has an 
additional aseptic value in that it is less reverent 
of well-known personalities and institutions. On 
each of the three major papers there is always to 
be found for each subject at least one writer with 
the knowledge ‘and the daring to unwrap the mys- 
tic veils that frequently cover items of Jewish 
importance. 


New York Jewish communal life is a nightmare 
for the city editor of a general newspaper. Every 
day there come to his desk scores, sometimes hun- 
dreds, of stories announcing the arrival of a new 
Messianic figure on the Jewish horizon, the hercu- 
lean achievements of a particular organization or 
the startling pronunciamento of a known or un- 
known figure on some topic in the news at the 
moment, whether it be the Supreme Court issue, 
sit-down strikes or Hitler. The city editor, with a 
thousand other stories clamoring for attention, 
must determine upon thé relative importance of 
such variegated topics and groups as Biro-Bidjan, 
Kashruth, Agudath Israel, Zionist shekolim, Jew- 
ish education, Hadassah, Council of Jewish 
Women, Hias, Ort, etc., etc. On a Sunday he is 
flooded with excerpts or complete texts of rabbin- 
ical sermons. On days precediug Jewish holidays, 
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he is buried under a special avalanche of an- 
nouncements, predictions, warnings. 


There is no reason, of course, why Jewish pub- 
licity should not be treated exactly like any other 
publicity. But veteran city editors will tell you 
that there is no group in New York as prolitic, as 
relentless in the fabrications of publicity agents as 
the Jewish community. In self-defense the papers 
have begun to adopt a policy of ignoring the aver- 
age Jewish publicity releases. From time to time 
a particularly astute or persistent publicity agent 
surmounts the barrier and his reputation is made 
—for as long as it takes his client to read the 
particular item. 

It is an old story that Jewish organizational life 
in New York is frequently the path to political 
preferment. That is why so many with aspira- 
tions link themselves with a variety of causes, even 
though ‘the advocacy of two or three of them 
seems irreconcilable with the rest. There are, for 
example, some prominent political figures whose 
thirst for publicity is so unquenchable as to cause 
grave anxiety aside from humiliation to reason- 
able Jews. Their names may always be found on 
Jewish letterheads but the value of their services is 
as profound as their cultural background. 

The responses to Jewish situations abroad are 
sometimes dictated with an eye to newspaper pub- 
licity rather than to the true needs of the moment. 
Jewish leadership, instead of being able to pause 
and consider and act, is frequently propelled into 
the advocacy or denunciation of a course of action 
that has no relationship to the facts. There are 
any number of figures in the Jewish community 
who have achieved national repute solely on the 
basis of their propitious appearance in publicity. 
There are still others whose ineptness for Jewish 
leadership is skillfully shrouded by the corrupting 
influence of publicity because the glitter of their 
gold can be made to seem a halo about their 
heads. 

The chasm between leaders and people that is 
represented by publicity men is one of the gravest 
defects of Jewish organized life, for sheer merit is 
only a secondary consideration in the judgment of 
men and ideas. In the same way that Coolidge 
could be made to seem the reincarnation of Soc- 
rates an average Jewish lodge brother can be cata- 
pulted into an eminence from which he can be 
made to appear the successor to Maimonides. 
Publicity is often the cause as well as the effect of 
hostility between Jewish organizations and Jewish 
leaders. The driving pressure to be first with the 
brilliant word, to be first with the proper solution, 
to be first with the dramatic stunt inevitably de- 
presses the level of public intelligence as it fre- 
quently elevates the cheap and the vulgar. 


No Jewish organization, whatever its character, 
can prove that its success was furthered or public 
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understanding of its objectives broadened because 
of publicity issued from its offices during the past 
decade. An organization like the Joint Distribu- 
tion Committee achieves public response because 
the news from Europe illuminates a situation to 
which it caters. The movement for the upbuild- 
ing of Palestine draws strength because the actual 
news emphasizes the extent of the accomplish- 
ments and the possibilities. The Young Men’s 
Hebrew Association wins friends because the ser- 
vice it performs receives word-of-mouth comment. 
The Federation of Jewish Philanthropic Societies 
gains supporters because either social pressure or 
charitable impulse compels assistance. But ran- 
dom publicity items, published on days when a city 
editor feels particularly generous, are as impres- 
sive on the public consciousness as last year’s 
beauty contest winner. 

There are two kinds of publicity: educational 
and individual. But few are those who recognize 
or care about the importance of the former type. 
Educational publicity is designed to spread proper 
information about a cause. It avoids excess and 
evasion. It treats the public with a respect for its 
intelligence. But there are few publicity men in 
the Jewish community today who are called upon 
to perform that function. Since publicity men are 
usually as sensitive to economic situations as most 
men they soon learn that individual publicity war- 
rants recognition in the proper quarters and that 
educational publicity, no matter how often it ap- 
pears and at what length, wins no laurel wreaths. 


It is needless to say that there are any number 
of men in American Jewish life to whom these re- 
marks on publicity do not apply. Their intellig- 
ence, their color, their native public appeal are the 
qualities which earned for them repute and es- 
teem. But frequently the devices of publicity 
lower their level by raising to the same plane the 
nonentities gifted with the capacity of having the 
right word said for them. 

Yet placement of publicity about individuals 
and institutions is only one phase of the problem. 
There is the larger problem of publicity related to 
causes and ideas, as for example anti-Semitism, 
Hitler Germany, nationalist Poland, etc. Several 
important organizations have been urging that 
Jews should rigorously avoid publicity on these 
subjects in the newspaper. One Jew, who earned 
substantial funds in the field of general publicity 
and then was called in to be an expert on Jewish 
problems which he was supposed to diagnose like 
soap, wine or Chilean copper, now warns his fel- 
low Jews against having themselves identified as a 
‘Jewish community” in the newspapers. Another 
organization trembles lest general newspaper 
readers get the notion that Jews are raising large 
funds for remittance abroad, forgetting that vast 
sums go forward annually to Rome from Catholic 
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gifts and that missionary boards send money for 
the conversion of Africans. Another organiza- 
tion—also, of course, not averse to the blandish- 
ments of publicity—counsels against discussing 
world Jewish problems in the newspapers on the 
ground that Jewish patriotism may become sus- 
pect. Another group, spending more for publicity 
than four or five others more frank about their de- 
sire for publicity, pleads with Jews not to let their 
names become identified in the press with radical 
causes. 

The fact is that all of them are right—but not 
for the reasons they cite. There are a number of 
occasions when publicity—the proper mobilization 
of public opinion—is the only medium through 
which a situation can be met. For example, public 
agitation against Great Britain may be essential to 
ward off an infringement of Jewish rights in Pales- 
tine. Dignified protest against Polish discrimina- 
tory laws has proved helpful in a capital depend- 
ent for financial strength on favorable foreign 
opinion. But the trouble is that the instrument of 
publicity is not always wielded by responsible per- 
sons. Its allurements are so irresistible that every 
ambitious person succumbs. The result, then, is 
not additional emphasis but clamor that causes 
confusion and that produces revulsion in those 
who might otherwise be favorably affected. If 
Nuremberg laws are decreed, the same after- 
noon’s mail brings to the city editor of a metropol- 
itan paper two hundred statements, filled with: 
froth and hysteria, from as many ill-assorted lead- 
ers each trying to climb the ladder of public notice 
on the rungs of German Jewish tragedy. 

It isnot infrequent that remarks attributed to a 
speaker were never made by him. A publicity 
writer extracts them from a prepared address for 
submission to a newspaper. In the meantime the 
speaker may have studied the manuscript carefully 
and eliminated the sentences designed to catch the 
city editor; or the number of speakers on the pro- 
gram may have been so great that the speaker 
quoted had no opportunity to be called upon. But 
history as represented in newspapers will record ° 
him as having uttered a sensational denunciation 
or beautiful epigram. 

Much of the rivalry between Jewish leaders, a 
great deal of the friction and misunderstanding 
between Jewish organizations is fostered and 
churned by the gases of publicity. A publicity 
writer seeking to justify his existence will suggest a 
course of action or the publication of an attitude 
that seldom involves thought on the part of the 
organization or individual quoted. But it will 
have the effect of irritating a prospectively friend- 
ly organization. 

The publicity writer is only indirectly the vil- 
lain of the piece. The lust for glory, stimulated 
by the hope for profit or preferment, is the breed- 
ing ground for the noxious growths that choke off 














































dignity and sincerity in Jewish communal life. 

One of the best known Jewish news agencies 
was able to develop and thrive because there were 
sufficient individuals prepared to pay handsomely 
for seeing their name in print, regardless of what 
they said. The same news agency continues to 
exist today because organizations which have a 
point of view are prepared to maintain this chan- 
nel of news to promote their doctrines. In other 
words, the very sources and not merely the by-pro- 
ducts of news are befouled by the prostitution of 
facts. 

If a rule were adopted, through some miracu- 
lous accession of intelligence, for the suppression 
of all publicity—as i it is currently practised—many 
organizations would die off because officers con- 
nected with them would find no reason for their 
link to them. 

The honest business of brief, reasoned, undram- 
atic comments on Jewish events is but rarely prac- 
tised. For that, of course, the newspapers must 
take their full share of blame, for they refuse to 
notice anything except the blatantly sensational, 
whether in crime or communal comment. 
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That is why perfectly innocuous sentences must 
be twisted out of their context in order to provide 
a “lead’’ for a story, thus directing attention not 
to the sober body of the whole but to the meretri- 
cious and exciting inconsequentialities. 

The arts of ballyhoo are not restricted to any 
one organization. Even those which cloak them- 
selves haughtily in the garments of reticence are 
astute beneficiaries of the wiles of publicity. The 
net effect of the whole system is to corrupt the 
sources of Jewish life and to prevent considered 
judgment, on the part of leaders and public alike, 
of the increasingly complex problems facing the 
Jewish people. 

To solve them requires sobriety and the illumin- 
ation of calm reflection rather than the blinding 
light engendered by publicity. When Jews and 
Jewish organizations stop merchandising them- 
selves like improved lots and night club dancers 
they will have gone a far way toward bringing re- 
sponsible-minded Jews closer to Jewish activity. 
They will also have contributed to the weeding out 
of those who mistake the thriving of their own re- 
pute for the growth of the organization which 
shelters them. 


White Collar Workers i in Action 


HE PERIOD FROM 1900 TO 1920 saw 


a rise in numbers of white collar and salaried 
professional workers, greater than the propor- 
tional rise in the numbers of the wage earners. 
At the same time the number of “independent” 
farmers and independent enterprisers in industry, 
business and the professions remained stationery, 
which meant that their proportion in the total 
gainfully occupied population declined. In the 
next ten years, the rate of growth in the numbers 
of white collar and professional workers was no 
greater than that of the wage earners. Never- 
theless in 1930, there were well over ten million 
men and women clerks, stenographers and typists, 
salaried professional and semi-professional work- 
ers. Because of their dependence on employment, 
their position in the economic order was in no 
fundamental way different from that of the twen- 
ty-six million wage earners. It was common how- 
ever, for them to be classed not with the workers 
but with the “middle class’, and their own out- 
look and lack of organization seemed to indicate 
that the white collar and professional workers 
considered themselves a group apart from the 
wage earners. Indeed, they were the most im- 
portant group in the “new middle class” for the 
number of independent farmers was only six mil- 
lion (of whom over half were tenants) and the 
independent enterprisers outside of agriculture, 
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including self-employed professionals, numbered 
only 3,300,000. 

The crisis which began in 1929 shook to its 
foundations many illusions of special security or 
social position which these ten million may have 
had. Even in the post-war period, there had been 
a steady downward trend in salaries, in working 
conditions and in security. When the bubble of 
prosperity broke, white collar and professional 
employees were hit as hard as wage-earners. Re- 
luctant though they were, by their “middle class” 
standards, to appeal for relief, white collar, sales 
and professional persons nevertheless accounted 
in 1934 and 1935 for 20% of those on relief, the 
same proportion which they constituted of the 
total ‘“‘gainfully occupied” population. In urban 
centers, the proportion was higher; in New York 
City it rose to 40%. Even where employment 
was obtained, a sample survey in Philadelphia 
showed that of every eight white collar workers 
placed, only three obtained jobs corresponding to 
their previous employment. 

Moreover, during the crisis, the job of the 
white collar worker was rapidly being robbed of 
its weekly-salary basis. Technological changes 
made more and more of the work mechanical. 
Large insurance and mail order houses introduced 
production output standards for clerks, steno- 
graphers and typists. In many houses, the prole- 
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tarian “‘piece-work” system replaced low but regu- 
lar weekly “‘salaries’”’. 

The low status of the employed white collar 
and professional worker was indicated by the 
scales set in N.R.A. codes. The office-work scale 
was set as low as $15 in large metropolitan cen- 
ters; for retail salespeople it went lower. These 
scales are comparable only to those fixed for un- 
skilled textile workers in the first and least satis- 
factory of the factory codes. In some cases, pro- 
fessional and semi-professional workers employed 
in manufacturing industries were confronted with 
code rates of 35 cents an hour. Even in public 
employment, economy programs brought down 
teachers’ salaries, created new lower grades, and 
threw thousands out of employment as well as 
shutting the door to newcomers. 

This crisis in their. ranks brought forth in the 
last few years a considerable amount of re- 
formation as to their status, both from the 
right and naturally, even more, from the left. 
The white collar and professional class emerged 
as a major social problem. Would this class in 
the United States choose to cast its lot with the 
working class? Or would it, as in Germany, form 
the mass basis for an anti-labor fascist movement 
of dissatisfaction? One of the most challenging 
answers to these questions was formulated in 
Lewis Corey’s “The Crisis of the Middle Class’. 
Corey not only gathered together the current data 
on the situation, but showed by historic analysis, 
that this group had within itself the potentialities 
of a labor-revolutionary character as well as of 
reactionary fascism. The deciding factor would 
be whether from among their own group there 
would arise a leadership to organize them side 
by side with the working class. 


White Collar and Professional Unionism 
Before 1936 
The answer to that question could not be given 


during the depths of the crisis. Labor groups do 
not organize or strengthen their organizations, 


as such, during a period of mass unemployment... 


It is only when the first upward trend is shown 
that concrete manifestations of organization can 
be seen. If for wage-workers, the first signal of 
partial recovery was in the N.I.R.A., for the 
white collar and professional workers, it was in 
the creation of work projects by the federal gov- 
ernment. These projects were created, it is true, 
as a result of the pressure brought by existing 
white-collar organizations, on a union or profes- 
sional basis. Chief among these was the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, founded as early 
as 1896, affliated with the American Federation 
of Labor and claiming in 1932, 70,000 out of a 
possible 150,000 membership. Another impor- 
tant organization was that of the stage personnel. 
The Actors and Artists Federation, created out of 
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the Equity strike of 1919, together with the Stage 
Employees’ Union, constituted another 35,000 
professional workers within the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. Within the Federation, there 
was a small group of organized architects and 
draftsmen, and outside of it, a larger Federation 
of Architects, Engineers, Chemists and Techni- 
cians. 

Up to 1936 it was these organizations, to- 
gether with the American Federation of Teach- 
ers, which numbered a bare 7,000, which repre- 
sented the trade union aspect of the white collar 
and professional worker. More important, in a 
sense, in this period were the white collar groups 
within what is now known as the Workers’ Alli- 
ance, the organization of the unemployed. This 
group, too, came into permanent being only with 
the first signs of federal direct and work relief. 
Many of the present leaders of the new white 
collar and professional unions received their train- 
ing in the Workers’ Alliance. Other white collar 
and professional unions were: an organization 
of federal employees within the A. F. of L. num- 
bering some 18,000 and one outside the A. F. of 
L. (which however had been at one time within 
it) including perhaps three times that number; a 
large and active Railway Clerks’ Federation, as 
well as organizations among the postal clerks and 
carriers; scattered federal locals of ofice workers, 
mainly employed in offices of labor organizations; 
and an international union of retail sales clerks 
numbering less than 2,000, the greater proportion 
of whom were to be found in New York City— 
and here largely limited to Jewish retail establish- 
ments. (1927 figures of Jewish trade union 
membership showed that over 99% of the or- 
ganized retail clerks in New York City were 
Jewish. ) 

These groups were, to be sure, a mere scratch- 
ing of the surface. Obviously, of course, not all the 
ten million persons included in the salaried white 
collar and professional groups are organizable. 
The salaried lawyer and physician were on their 
way out of the salaried class—either into unem- 
ployment or a precarious “independent’’ status. 
The 280,000 person listed as “managers and 
officials” are not trade union material. But as 
late as 1937, out of more than a million school 
teachers, only 23,000 are organized. There are 
294,000 trained nurses; 200,000 technican, min- 
ing, electrical and other engineers on salary status; 
140,000 designers, dratrsmen and their assistants; 
30,000 notoriously underpaid librarians—to men- 
tion only a few of the almost completely unor- 
ganized groups. Even larger is the clerical group 
—two million clerical workers, almost two million 
bookkeepers, cashiers, accountants, stenographers 
and typists. Almost all of the 5,200,000 office 
workers are within the range of trade union or- 
ganization: 1,200,000 of them were in the offices 
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of manufacturing concerns; 1,100,000 in trans- 
portation and communication; 668,000 were in 
banking, insurance and real estate, and 1,353,000 
in wholesale and retail trade—not including the 
two million salespersons. 


Current Trends in Unionism—A. F. of L. 
and C.1. O. 


It would be a mistake to assume that at the 
present moment, the American Federation of La- 
bor does not include within its ranks the majority 
of the organized white collar and professional 
workers. In 1935, because of the increase in the 
membership of the musicians, the theatre, the 
government employees’ and railway clerks unions, 
the total number of white collar and professional 
workers within the American Federation of Labor 
was perhaps 300,000. But this number reached 
mainly the “protected” government employees’ 
groups, the railway clerks, also in a semi-protected 
position because of governmental regulation of 
labor conditions on railways, and the musicians 
and actors. 

Now it is true that the other major categories 
were difficult to organize, partially because of the 
old attitude toward unionization, partially because 
of scattered employment in small offices, and cer- 
tainly because of the power of large employers 
of white collar workers in banking, insurance and 
the like. 

But in the opinion of certain of the organized 
white collar groups, the same attitude in the A. 
F. of L. responsible for the failure to organize 
workers in the mass production industries, were 


standing in the way of utilizing the undoubted 


growth of pro-union sentiment among white collar 
and professional workers. This was true both in 
the field of government employment and of pri- 
vate employment. 

In the field of government employment, the 
suspicious and hostile attitude of the A. F. of L. 
union toward expansion was especially notorious. 
During the war, there had been created the Na- 
tional Federation of Federal Employers within 
the A. F. of L. This group, by no means radical, 
grew rapidly but in the early thirties ran into a 
jurisdictional conflict with the skilled craft unions 
over the membership of skilled mechanics in gov- 
ernment employ. As a result, it withdrew, and 
a new union, the American Federation of Govern- 
ment Employees was chartered. The original 
organization, however, had three times the A. F. 
of L. membership. 

When the New Deal agencies were set up, 
there was among their employees, an amazing and 
spontaneous union movement. It was greeted 
with suspicion, temporary charters, and finally in 
1936, with the expulsion of half a dozen large 
unions -and the creation of dual “lodges” in a 
single department. Whatever growth there had 
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been in the A.F.G.E. had been due to these locals, 
and the inclusion ot equally “radical” unions of 
state, county and city public reliet employees. 


Even more outstanding was the callous indif- 
ference to those in private employment. Organ- 
ized groups of social workers found difficulty in 
getting A. F.-of L. charters. The scattered othce 
workers’ locals begged for a national charter so 
that by the reduction of their per capita dues to 
the A. F. of L., from 35 cents to 1 cent per month, 
they could build up an organization fund. Their 
request was refused. Charges of inefficiency and 
corruption in the retail clerks’ union went unin- 
vestigated. Only in the case of the Newspaper 
Guild, originally independent, did the American 
Federation extend any real aid. 


Not a little of the hostility toward the new 
membership in government unions, toward the 
Teachers’ Unions, and the office workers’ federal 
unions, was due to the fact that these groups 
almost overwhelmingly voted for industrial union- 
ism in state conventions and at the A. F. of L. 
convention in 1935. Charges of communism, 
radicalism, un-Americanism were hurled at these 
groups. 

The Committee for Industrial Organization, 
formed in November, 1935, did not immediately 
enter the white collar and professional field. 
True, Heywood Broun individually, and very 
much later the Newspaper Guild, did join the 
C.I.O. But not until the A. F. of L. convention 
of 1936 upheld the suspension of the C. I. O. 
unions, did the various groups of office workers, 
retail clerks and others who appealed to the C. I. 
O. for aid, get a definite answer. Only as late as 
May, 1937, did the C. I. O. announce that it was 
going into the field, both in private and in public 
employment. 


In the six month period since that time, amaz- 
ing progress has been made. In May, 23 locals 
of office and professional workers, including a 
membership of 8,615 obtained a C. 1. O. charter. 
This combination of othce, white collar and pro- 
fessional employees was tound necessary because 
of possible contlicting claims. Thus in social work 
agencies, the question was: should the profes- 
sional and the office help be in one or two unions? 
Similarly in the insurance and book publishing 
field. A single national union obviates such a con- 
flict and permits either ‘‘mixed”’ or special locals. 
In the six month period, the number of locals has 
risen to 40: 23 of them ‘“‘mixed’’; two book and 
magazine ‘guilds’; 7 locals of insurance employ- 
ees and agents. The total membership was lately 
given as 25,000, a 300% growth. 
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In the retail sales clerks’ union, the C. I. O. 
organization has maue even more rapid strides. 
Forty thousand retail clerks are now organized, 
and unionization has penetrated at least one large 
department store in INew York City, as well as tne 
Five-and- Lens in the C. I. O. 

‘Lhe C. 1. O. union of State, County and Muni- 
cipal Kmployees now includes 30,000, a tar larger 
number than the American Federation of Govern- 
ment Employees, and to this number should be 
added the almost 10,000 federal employees in 
the C. 1. O. The telegraphers, almost completely 
unorganized a year ago, now count 8,000; the 
Architects, Engineers, Chemists and Technicians 
6,000, the American Newspaper Guild 15,000. 


Altogether there are now perhaps 130-150,000 
white collar, sales and professional persons in the 
C. 1. O.—practically all of them newly organized. 
This number, while still smaller than that in the 
A. F. of L., is rapidly growing. Moreover, with- 
out a doubt in the world, the increase within the 
A. F. of L. white collar and professional member- 
ship is due to the vast organizing impetus given 
by the C. I. O. drive, not only in this field, but in 
that of mass-production factory workers. Finally, 
the American Federation of Teachers is now tak- 
ing a referendum on C. I. O. affiliation. In the 
last three years, under a leadership markedly 
progressive, the membership of the Teachers’ 
Union has increased almost three-fold. 


There are thus perhaps almost half a million 
organized white collar and professional workers 
today within the ranks of the A. F. of L. and the 
C. I. O. More important, organization is reach- 
ing out to the least fortunate workers in private 
employment (clerks and salespersons). It may 
be argued that an upturn in conditions was as much 
responsible for this growth as the entry of the 
C. I. O., but experience in a period of even greater 
prosperity (1918-20), shows how significant in 
this, as in large-scale industry, has been the pre- 
sence of,a militant organization, imbued with the 
desire to extend unionization to white collar and 
professional workers. 


The Outlook for Further Progress 

Despite ‘‘recovery’’, there are still unemployed 
a vast number of white collar and professional 
workers. As late as December, 1936, they ac- 
counted for 14% of registered unemployed at 


‘ public employment offices, and it is a well-known 


to public employment agencies as do the unskilled 
fact that this category does not turn as readily 
manual workers. The outlook, indeed, has im- 
proved markedly only in public employment—the 
growing number of federal employees; the exten- 
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sion of the merit system to state, county and muni- 
cipal employment; and the slight expansion of 
puolic euucation tunds. fublic employment now 
accounts tor over three million persons, a large 
proportion of whom include white collar workers 
and professionals. But the effects of further union- 
ization will be to increase employment opportuni- 
ties, and the effect of recent movements, such as 
the introduction of the eight-hour day for nurses, 
will operate in the same direction. 


There is no reason why white collar and pro- 
fessional unionism should not make the same 
rapid strides in the United States as it has in 
France. From April to December, 1936, mem- 
bership of French white collar and professional 
unions in public and in private employment, rose 
from less than half a million to over three quarters 
of a million—a rise of 61%. Especially marked 
was the rise in private employment: among sal- 
aried employees (white collar workers) the rise 
in membership was from 24,800 to 200,000; 
among draughtsmen and technicians from 800 to 
50,000. We are now perhaps in numbers where 
the French movement was in 1936 and we have 
every reason to hope that the growth would be 
just as rapid. 

In this discussion, such groups as the Lawyers’ 
Guild should not be overlooked. This guild is 
not a trade union for it includes “independent” as 
well as employed lawyers. But in effect, because 
of its emphasis on progressive legislation, on court 
reform and the like, it is an ally of the trade union 
movement. Moreover, there is no reason why 
the “professional” associations of nurses and 
others cannot undergo the same transformation 
to trade union status that we witnessed in “com- 
pany” unions of factory workers. That this will 
not be done without a conflict is shown in the 
recent proceedings of the engineers’ association, 
which raised a hue and cry with respect to the 
Architects, Engineers and Technicians’ Federa- 
tion, and announced it would campaign for the 
elimination of employed salaried professionals 
from the operation of the Wagner Labor Rela- 
tions Law. 

Another important factor is the role now played 
in manual workers’ organizations by those trained 
for white collar and professional jobs. Former 
white collar and professional men are among the 
leaders of the automobile workers’ union; they 
are to be found in the ranks of C. I. O. organi- 
zers. They are active in the Labor’s Non-Parti- 
san League and in the American Labor Party, 
as well as of course in the Socialist and Communist 
movements. Indeed, the development at this 
time of independent political action by organized 













































labor, increases the possible field of cooperation 
between organized wage and salaried workers 
and the progressive elements among the agricul- 
turists. 


INALLY, A WORD ABOUT THE ROLE 


of the Jewish white collar and professional 


13th 


CONVENTION OF THE NATIONAL LABOR 


COMMITTEE FOR PALESTINE, NOV. 26, 27, 28 
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interesting of the special articles which have appeared in 
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economic, religious, literary, dramatic and scientific. 
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worker in this development. Alongside the open 
charges of “communism” and “radicalism” among 
the C. I. O. unions, there is a whispering campaign 
as to the dominant role played by Jewish radicals 
in the white collar and professional unions. Al- 
though white collar and professional occupations 
account for a larger proportion of gainfully occu- 
pied Jewish, as compared with the non-Jewish 
gainfully occupied, Jewish salaried workers are 
still of course a mere fraction of the ten million. 
In the campaign for unionization, it has been in- 
evitable that they should play a role larger than 
this fraction would indicate. Even in pre-depres- 
sion periods, as already pointed out, Jewish retail 
clerks accounted for a large proportion of or- 
ganized clerks in the A. F. of L., and this was true 
for teachers and musicians. Certainly, in the 
depression, the Jewish white collar and profes- 
sional worker was doubly hit—by the general 
crisis and by the sharpening of the long-standing 
barriers of discrimination in private employment. 


Among Jewish, as among other workers in this 
group, there was a marked drift toward non- 
office and professional jobs, and toward employ- 
ment in government work, where such employment 
was made possible by expansion and by the exten- 
sion of the merit system. Though, by union 
activities, the Jewish white collar and professional 
worker in private employment undoubtedly runs 
a greater risk, he also stands to gain especially by 
the effects of organization. Far more effectively 
than by any campaign against race discrimination 
as such, will unionization help the white collar and 
professional worker who is discriminated against 
by reason of his race. On the other hand, the 
growth of labor organization will for this, as for 
other groups, break down the false distinction 
between the prestige values and social significance 
of white collar and of manual jobs. 


The task confronting those devoted to the or- 
ganization of white collar and professional work- 
ers is enormous. But never were the prospects 
brighter. A trade union membership of a million 
among white collar and professional workers is 
not a fantasy, but a goal almost half way reached. 
If unity is achieved between the C. I. O. and the 
A. F. of L., it may the more readily be accom- 
plished. The achievement of that goal means 
more than an improved economic status for this 
sector of the “‘middle class”. Fascist tendencies, 
now on the decline in “prosperity” will seek rapid 
expansion with the first signs of a new crisis. If 
the present rate of growth of organization among 
wage and salaried workers in factory, service in- 
dustry and agriculture continues, and is accom- 
panied by cooperation with the growing ranks of 
farmers in alliance with labor—fascism will find 
the winning of a large middle class base no easy 
task in the United States. 
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GENERATIONS 


When my grandmother died 

She said: 

Give my gold watch to Sarah, 

And the down-pillows 

To Frieda. 

Let Nachman have the pictures on the wall. 
Love one another 

My children 

And pray 

To the God of Israel. 


When my father died 
He said: 

Three hundred Jews 
Entered Palestine today. 
I do not wish to die. 
Read in my Plato. 
Workers of the world unite. 
The vision grows, 
Grows and unfolds 

In Israel 

The Jewish people. 


When my son died 

He said nothing, 

Being small. 

But the few Jewish women of the town, 

Whom I had scarcely known 

Sewed all day to make his shroud, 

And the Fag Jewish shop-keepers 

Closed their stores 

That there might be a miniyon round his grave. 


MARIE SYRKIN 


REVOLT AGAINST REALITY 


R. WILLIAM ZUKERMAN IS THE Anglo-Jewish 

journalist who periodically manages to shake the 
liberal world out its wits by revelations of the terrible 
reactionary goings on within Jewry. A few years ago in 
the pages of the Narion, he almost had the Zionist move- 
ment taken over by the Jewish Fascist Party (he meant the 
Revisionists). Not so long ago in the Menorah Journal 
he settled the ‘Passing of the Jewish Problem”. 

According to the publishers’ blurb on the paper jacket 
of his present volume, ‘Not all Jews are bankers, financiers, 
or traders, nor are they all religious and nationalistic. 
There is a strong, and on the Continent, an influential 
working class. There are millions of poor Jews, and 
thousands of Jewish intellectuals completely distinct psycho- 
logically and economically from the moneyed class. This 
volume examines their problems.” Mr. Zukerman thus 
pretends to discuss the problems of both the “millions” 
and the “thousands”. In reality, he discusses the problems 
of the “thousands” only. It cannot be said that the “‘mil- 
lions” of Jews are not religious, nor is it true that “the 
influential working class” is not nationalistic. It is ad- 
mitted by most competent observers that though ortho- 
doxy is on the wane, yet most Jews, at least in the Jewish 
centers of Eastern Europe, are still religious. As a matter 
of fact, recent statistics of trade unions in Poland, showed 
surprisingly that a majority of their members were religious 
observers. Anyone acquainted with the history and make- 
up of the Jewish labor movement in Eastern Europe, will 
admit that in their adherence to Hebrew or Yiddish, in 
their insistence on secularism and on separate Jewish or- 


THE JEW IN REVOLT: THE MODERN JEW IN THE 
WORLD CRISIS, by William Zukerman, Martin Secker 
& Warburg, Ltd., London, 1937, 255 p. 
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ganizations, they have been far from being a nationalistic. 
Even the cosmopolitan communists have of late shown a 
marked return ot the principle of a Jewish communal life. 
However, it all depends what one’s conception of national- 
ism is. Mr. Zukerman 5 gp for the “thousands of Jewish 
intellectuals” who may be, as he claims, “completely dis- 
tinct . . . economically from the moneyed class”. They are 
not at all distinct ideologically from many of the wealthy. 
What unites them is their assimiliationist ideology. Th 

like to minimize the importance of the Jewish problem an 

its difficulties because they think this helps in its solution. 

There are many types of allegiance to the Jewish com- 
munity: the religious, the national, the cultural, the emo- 
tional and their various syntheses and combinations. They 
reflect the different social, economic, political and psycho- 
logical conditions of the Jews in various countries. Mr. 
Zukerman’s “thousands” have no such connections with 
the Jewish group, except the misfortune of having been 
born within it, and the inability to escape it in a world 
full of religious and race hatred. It is natural that for 
them, the only solution for their ills is the “passing of 
the Jewish problem” which they see only in the disappear- 
ance of the Jew. The impossibility of this solution under 
the present order, has well-nigh been proved. They 
think that it is possible under Socialism. To them Social- 
ism does not bring forth any new concept of a dignified 
Jewish group or cultural life; it is merely the economic 
equalization and assimilation of Jewish indivduals. For 
this reason, the reader will not find even a mention of the 
new Yiddish culture in the Soviet Union or the Hebrew 
culture in Palestine in Mr. Zukerman’s book. His modern 
“thousands” are far more a decomposing element in Jewish 
life than the old type of the wealthy assimilationists. 
Many of the wealthy have their religious affiliations. Their 
philanthropic activities in spite of many shortcomings of 
methods are of untold value in sustaining the morale of 
the Jewish masses and in the reconstruction of their eco- 
nomic life. The “intellectuals” disregard the present day 
needs of the Jewish masses for the pie in the red sky of 
the future. For instance, they will not lend in a concrete 
way their aid to the Jewish masses in Poland who hold 
the battle-front against the steady encroachment of Fascism 
in that country, though they will do it for any other 
people. They furthermore help the spread of the “liberal” 
and “radical” type of anti-Semitism, by misrepresenting the 
actual situation and trends within Jewry. 

As an example, let us examine Mr. Zukerman’s chapters 
on German Jewry. At the beginning of Hitler's regime, 
Nazism was interpreted by Communists and radicals as a 
move against the poor Jews only. The fact that any anti- 
Semitic solution of the Jewish problem is bound to affect 
the poor first, and later the hie was overlooked in the 
anxious desire to create a “consistent class interpretation” 
of the present tragedy. Mr. Zukerman clings to this out- 
worn “Marxist” theory. In his desire to prove it, he for- 
gets. about the situation as it is today. We know now 
about the Gleichschaltung of Jewish big business in Ger- 
many. Yet in 1937 Mr. Zukerman repeats that “it is a 
well-known fact that the big Jewish financiers have never 
been molested by the Nazis; the Jewish banks have never 
been closed, boycotted or picketed. The Jewish department 
stores and other big enterprises have been disturbed but 
little even by the Streicher propaganda” (p. 92). 

In his sentimental longing for the German paradise of 
the past with its “blending of differences” and “centraliza- 
tion” (all terms for assimilation), Zukerman idealizes its 
- history. “All that is modern and progressive in East 

uropean Jewish life came from Germany before the War. 
To millions and millions of Jews, Germany was their 
spiritual Fatherland.” These statements remind us strongly 
of the contemptuous and patronizing attitudes of the 
Hohenzollern Jews to their uncivilized Glaubensgenossen 
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of East Europe. We wonder how Mr. Zukerman could 
ever prove that the “progressive” movements, let us say, 
secular Yiddishism a Bundism, were originated in Ger- 
many. Evidently, progress in Eastern Europe began and 
ended with the German Haskalah of the early nineteenth 
century. 

Mr. Zukerman expresses opinions which by no means 
can be blamed on ignorance alone. For instance, to state 
in the face of the Gleichschaltung of the political life in 
Germany that the “Zionist organization is the only political 
(my italics) party other than the Nazi which is permitted 
in Germany” is nothing less than libel, if we are to assume 
that a journalist of Mr. Zukerman’s experience knows what 
a political party is under Fascism. His treatment of the 
Exodus plan gives the ignorant an idea of a Zionist-plu- 
tocratic conspiracy with Hitler rather than a relief plan 
with which one may or may not agree. It is a direct 
argument for “liberal” anti-Semitism. Factually it suffers 
from the usual errors. 

A similar invention is his interpretation of the Polish 
situation where he discovers another working partnership 
between the Polish fascists and the “Jewish millionaires” 
who “promise the victims free passage to Palestine’, with- 
out citing any cases or evidence of such promises. The 
impression is that the “Jewish bourgeoisie’ is actually 
plotting with the fascists for the exiling of the Jewish 
masses. This argument in the face of the real mass exodus 
of the persecuted Jews of all the classes from Germany, 
and his frank admission of the necessity of the emigration 
of large numbers of Jews, is one of the many examples 
of the author's inability to distinguish between simple 
cases of cause and effect. 

Mr. Zukerman becomes scholarly in his attempts to 
_ a “social and social-psychological” interpretation of 

ionism. According to him the early Zionists “who chose 
to go to Palestine were actuated least of all by political 
ambitions of any kind; even nationalistic sentiments about 
the Holy Land played a minor role with them.” Then he 
adds that “primarily they were interested in rebuilding 
their own economic and psychic life and that of the Jewish 
people”; upon which he proceeds to interpret Zionism as 
mainly a movement towards productivization. He does 
not answer though, why these productivizers selected Pal- 
estine of all the places; why ie went through the sac- 
rifices of changing their language to Hebrew, why they 
clamor for the immigration of the Jews of all classes. He 
also fails to notice the contradiction in the phrase ‘‘and 
that of the Jewish people” in his own statement which 
we cited. He shows his intimate knowledge of Zionism 
by stating that “Dr. Herzl was a German”, and by inter- 
preting Dr. Herzl’s ideology as the “political” one which 
was opposed to the Russian Zionists, forgetting that the 
main opposition to Uganda came from the same Russian 
Zionists who were supposedly of the pure “productivist” 
variety. He continues to interpret post-war Zionism in the 
same light. Political Zionism is an evil to him. He for- 
gets, however, that the social experimentation in Palestine 
could not have been possible without the political basis 
which opened this country to Jewish mass immigration. 
In the course of his analysis he has some very nice things 
to say about the Labor groups in Zionism, and especially 
the Histadrut. They fail to atone, though, for his ignor- 
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ance of their basic causes and aims. ‘The chief defect 
of the Histadrut”, according to him, “is its nationalism”, 
and its worship “‘of the cult of a Jewish majority”. Thus 
Mr. Zukerman suddenly becomes a culturist and asks “what 
real economic and cultural values, for instance, could the 
Histadrut have accomplisked with a Jewish majority which 
it has not accomplished without it? Whence this blind 
belief in the omnipotence of numbers, in quantity above 
quality in a Labor movement permeated with idealism as 
is the Histadrut?” This amazement is due to his failure 
to understand that Zionism in all its varieties is primarily 
a eign nationalist movement of a homeless people 
and not merely a philanthropic productivizing agency; that 
its aim is to establish a Jewish national home in Palestine; 
that it is interested in aiding the homeless and jobless 
masses of Eastern and Central Europe; that mass culture 
cannot be created merely by subsidizing a few institutions 
of learning; that the Labor Zionist ideal of productiviza- 
tion was not intended for merely a few idealists and thus 
cannot be achieved without mass settlement; and what is 
most important that the work of the Histadrut is as yet 
far from being completed. The failure to understand the 
essentials of the Jewish situation in the Diaspora is thus 
carried over to the interpretation of the events in Palestine. 

The pretentiousness of Mr. Zukerman is seen most clear- 
ly in his claim to a “new solution of the Jewish problem”. 
The history of the Jewish labor movement is él of at- 
tempts to prove that Socialism is the only solution for the 
Jewish problem. This is not the place to discuss this in 
detail. At any rate, it is presumptuous to claim the credit 
for originality in 1937 for an essentially very old solution. 
He builds up a theory about the inassimilability of the 
middle classes and the assimilability of the proletariat, 
forgetting that he himself just tried to prove that the Ger- 
man Jews of all classes were well assimilated in their native 
country. He carries this theory to its logical conclusion by 
maintaining that participation in anti-Fascist movement 
ipse facto means, leaving ‘‘the Jewish society’’ and entering 
the “larger world”. Jews fight Fascism “not as Jews but 
only (author's italics) as Communists, Socialists or anti- 
Fascists.” In line with this he advocates the Soviet solu- 
tion for the rest of the world. The Soviet Union according 
to him, has solved the Jewish problem ‘‘economically, po- 
litically and even psychologically”. By this time the reader 
will understand why the cultural or survivalist solutions are 
not even mentioned. Mr. Zukerman’s apologies that the 
Jews “‘are not the ablest representatives of capitalism’ will 
not erase the impressions of the identification of the Jewish 
efforts for survival with fascism which he gave in his 
earliest chapters. 

The cognoscenti who, even before the arrival of Hitler, 
were acquainted with the life of Karl Marx, will chuckle 
at the last chapter in the book. Marx, according to whom 
“money was the jealous god of Israel above whom there 
cannot be any other God’, who found no better name than 
Itzig by which to address Lasalle, whose correspondence 
contains many allusions of the same type to the Jews, who 
remained silent in the face of the Russian pogroms in 1881 
and never evinced any interest in the Jewish Socialist 
groups in London in the 1870's, suddenly becomes “one 
of the poverty-stricken Jews of London.” 

To the disappointment of the reviewer, who thought 
that Mr. Zukerman could have done better, this book is 
less logically constructed and more contradictory than sim- 
ilar works of the same type, as for instance those by Sacks 
and Gessner. The intellectual disorientation, Jewish in- 
feriority complex and ignorance of background among our 
“enlightened intellectuals” are bound to produce some mote 
volumes of the same type in the near future. In the light 
of their repetitiousness and lack of originality, they only 
help to increase the existing confusion. 

ABRAHAM G. DUKER 
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CORRESPODENCE 
FROM LOYALIST SPAIN 


MINISTERIO DE ESTADO 
PRENSA EXTRANJERA 
VALENCIA, SPAIN 





SIR: 

We have received copies of the Jewish Frontier and were 
pleased to see that you had made such excellent use 
of material (‘Franco Learns From Hitler”, September, 
1937.). 

We have continued to watch the Fascist press, but the 
anti-Jewish campaign seems to have died down since the 


widespread publicity about it. 


September 28, 1937 Sincerely yours, 


MILLY BENNETT 


. IN DEFENSE OF MISS KAHN 
IR : 


When I saw at the late date of June, 1937, a review in 
the Jewish Frontier of Dorothy Ruth Kahn's book, “Spring 
Up, O Well”, which appeared over a year ago, the proverb 
came to mind: “Better late than never’. As I read on, I 
became doubtful. Perhaps “never-never” might have been 
a more appropriate thought. 

Having myself read this sprightly, humorous, and yet 
honest and passionate book with keen enjoyment, despite 
its faults—and which book, or review for that matter, is 
without faults?—I was taken aback to find it so devastat- 
ingly nullified by what I must consider a third class—cer- 
tainly not a middle-class—review, beginning in its title 
with a bad pun and ending with a stern denunciation of 
assimilated Jews who have become Zionists. 

As I also started life as a middle-class assimilated Jew— 
since I had not the good fortune of inheriting so-to-speak 
without toil the spiritual riches of a Zionist and Socialist 
father—I am a bit sensitive on this point. I feel that I 
must defend my kind, which, besides Dorothy Ruth Kahn, 
includes also Theodor Herzl, Louis D. Brandeis, Alice 
Seligsberg, Nellie Straus Mocherisohn, and more than half 
the Jews and Halutzim of Palestine. 


Had the reviewer criticized Miss Kahn’s book for its real 
faults, which exist, I might have thought his emphasis 
showed: lack of appreciation,:to say nothing of lack of 
humor, and left it at that. But when he criticizes faults 
that do not exist, and makes her words mean the opposite 
of what they say—no doubt in good faith—I must not only 
— but also do him the service of offering a little clari- 

cation. I like to think that the mis-quotation of the 
beautiful even though true phrase, “clean sweat, like 
nectar’’, into clean sweat-like nectar”, was a misprint on the 
part of Jewish Frontier and not a mis-quotation either con- 
Scious or unconscious on the part of the reviewer. I know 
firsthand the quality of clean sweat, fresh from the field, 
the smell of Esau. It is not a euphemism. But when the 
reviewer makes it appear falsely that Miss Kahn—Ruth, we 
call her here—approves of land speculation in Tel Aviv, or 
admires the “normal, sane, provincial Jews’ of Jerusalem, 
at whose expense she has the most delicate and devastating 
fun, “who make proper calls on proper people”, or when 
he claims that she does not appreciate the Halutzim in the 
Kvutzot of whom she still knew little—because she was 
earning her living in the city—when she wrote the book, 
but of whom she then said “they are the one unshakable 
reason for the existence of Jewish Palestine’, then I can 
only refer readers to this stimulating book to form their 
Own correct impressions. 
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Or a bare fact from life might act as a corrective. For 
the past few months Ruth—Dorothy Ruth Kahn—has been 
living in our Kibbutz, Gevaat Brenner, in a hut made of a 

acking-case from Germany, working the land, talking 
leew and adjusting herself remarkably well—because of 
her humor, her youth and her elasticity—to a Halutz society 
of six hundred in which there are only four Americans. 
Does that sound like “a floundering, desperate attempt to 
find her balance in a society she does not understand”? Of 
course one must remember that the great majority of these 
Halutzim also came from a “normal middle-class exist- 
ence”; many are college graduates, some professional men. 
Only the reviewer, who is no doubt a pure proletarian, 
seems to have escaped that fate. 

Deep down in my heart there stirs a hope that if he 
should re-read the book with this added knowledge, your 
commentator might yet change his mind, since Ruth is so 
nobly expiating the sin of being middle-class, and then he 
might still write a review as first class as his earnest, truth- 
ful and accurate reports of our life here. Better late than 
never. 

GEVAAT BRENNER 


PALESTINE JESSIE SAMPTER 


DIASPORA 


HE EFFORTS OF THE ANTI-SEMITIC STUDENTS 

of Poland to make the Polish universities /udenrein 
are approaching at present the final stage of their realiza- 
tion. The recent ordinance by the rectors of the univer- 
sities which officially introduced the ghetto seating-system 
for Jewish students is an important step in this direction. 
The answer of the Jewsh students was a two-day strike 
which culminated in many cases in a hunger strike. After 
a counter-reply by the Minister of Education which de- 
clared that the rectors’ ruling is to be the law of the 
country, the Jewish parliamentary and senatorial repre- 
sentatives joined all Jewish bodies in promoting the one- 
day strike of Polish Jewry which took place on October 
9th. An anti-luxury week, the proceeds from which were 
to go for the aid of the Jewish students in their valiant 
fight for the right to education was also decided upon. 
The strike of the Jewish community in Poland turned out 
to be an impressive demonstration of national and religiuos 
solidarity. It was also joined by many non-Jewish workers 
and intellectuals. It was forbidden by the government in 
some localities and disobedient participants were arrested. 
The Endek students are not satisfied with the results. They 
maintain that they will continue to strive for the complete 
exclusion of Jewish students. Many White-Russian, Ukra- 
nian and Socialist students have joined their Jewish col- 
leagues in opposition to this ordinance and refused to take 
the ghetto seats. In the University of Krakow, Jewish 
students were forbidden to stand in the classroom, being 
forced either to occupy the ghetto seats or discontinue their 
education. 

The Endeks and Naras are pressing for further ghetto 
laws. The medical congress of all Polish physicians 
adopted the Aryan principle. It permitted, however, con- 
verts and Jewish war veterans to become members. A 
convention of deaf-mutes also demanded the exclusion of 
Jews from the association. Ghetto markets were virtually 
established in many localities of the country. The Endeks 
pressed for a law which would require a percentage norm 
for Jews in all businesses, professions and industries. They 
planned for a ‘‘Jew-less” week in Lemberg and were active 
in the Posen and Bialystok regions. The extent of Jewish 
suffering from the continuous boycott can be gauged from 
the many appeals for bread which come to the capital of 
the country from representatives of Jewish communities 
in smaller localities. Anti-Semitic propaganda was fur- 
ther aided by a decision of the court in Belchatow which 
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legalized the boycott. The number of attacks against 
Jews in Poland was much smaller during the month of 
October than in the record month of September. Pogroms 
and attacks took place in the regions of Bialystok, Briansk, 
Suchowola and Otwock. The entire press of the country 
with the exception of the Nara and Endek, condemned 
the wave of pogroms and terrorism. This sudden awaken- 
ing of conscience was caused mainly by the bombing of a 
socialist meeting last month. As a result, the Polish Social- 
ist Party has organized a self-defense body to protect the 
Jewish workers. But the Naras openly accepted respon- 
sibility for the bombing of the Bund club last month. 


Recent political developments show the further crystal- 
lization of anti-government sentiments among the middle 
classes and center elements. A new democratic party was 
organized by Professor Nichalowicz at Krakow. It is 
composed mainly of Galician democratic elements with a 
sprinkling of intellectuals and liberals from other parts 
of the country. This party came out for complete and 
real equality for the Jews. The proclamation of Paderew- 
ski against Fascist and totalitarianism which received so 
much attention throughout the world was a factor in the 
joining together of the Christian Democratic Party and the 
National Workers Party into the new Polish Labor Party. 
Both the composition and the platform of this new party 
are far from Leftist. It can be compared to the Austrian 
Christian socialist movement. For the Jews it holds forth 
a mild version of anti-Semitism and its solution is emgra- 
tion from Poland. The same solution of emigration was 
advocated by the organ of the peasant party. Its leaders 
are the notorious anti-Semites Korjanty and General Haller. 
A show of resistance to the government was put up by the 
strike of the teachers against the appointment of a com- 
missar by the government to rule their union. 


In Germany, the government inaugurated the new prac- 
tice of leaving the Jews at the mercy of the local officials 
of the Nazi party. Further restrictions were introduced on 
their rights of residence. Jews are being forced to reside 
in separate districts in order to make the ghetto more 
effective and permanent. Aryan landlords are no longer 
obligated to rent rooms to Jews, hotels may refuse them 
accomodations, and hospitals are permitted to refuse to 
treat Jews, if there are Jewish hospitals in the vicinity. 
The Jewish restaurants were ordered to be moved from 
the fashionable districts in Berlin to the side streets. The 
Dachau camp which has until now been the official con- 
centration place for Jewish “culprits” is to be liquidated. 
Many of its inmates are to be released with the under- 
standing that they will depart from Germany. The Catho- 
lic Centre Party, the only tolerated non-Nazi party in 
Danzig was dissolved, thus making Danzig virtually a part 
of Nazi Germany. This event was celebrated by the intro- 
duction of the Nazi anti-Jewish legislation and by riots 
and elimination of Jewish business establishments. 


In Mexico the propaganda of the petty merchants for 
increased restrictions against the occupation of the Jews 
in commerce and industries is growing. Nazi influences are 
seen as the factor in the recent deportation on the charge 
of Communism of a number of Jews from Paraguay, many 
of whom have been living in this country for more than 
thirty years. The persecution of the Maranoes who re- 
turned openly to the Jewish fold during the liberal regime 
of Portugal has been lately on the increase. The Nazi 
anid of Holland included the racial principle in its plat- 
orm. The three Nazi groups-in Hungary which have 
hitherto been in constant conflict have united. It is re- 
ported that only thirty new Jewish students were accepted 
in the universities of Hungary. Separate classes for Jew- 
ish students were introduced in the high schools of Austria. 
A new law to restrict the number of Jewish physicians was 
one of the causes for opening medical courses by the 








JEwIsH FRONTIER 





Jewish community. of Vienna at the Rothschild Hospital. 
In Roumania sporadic attacks by the Iron Guard continue. 
Zionist fund raising is again permitted, and the law which 
called for the employment of 50% of native Rumanians 
in all business and industrial establishments was shelved 
for the time being. In England a serious blow was dealt 
to Fascism by a recent court decision which fined Mosley’s 
organ $100,000 in a recent libel suit. It is reported that 
the Nazi exchange students are conducting propaganda in 
the English high schools. In Lithuania a campaign against 
the Jewish method of animal slaughter is now being waged. 
A monthly ship service was introduced between Memel 
and Palestine. A recent decree permits all Jews to pur- 
chase land in this country. 


The cleanup in the Communist party continues to affect 
its official Jewish institutions. The Shtern newspaper at 
Charkow accused the Moscow Emes of supporting bour- 
geois elements. Only 2,250 Jews are reported to have 
been settled in Biro-Bidjan in 1937 (up to October). The 
persecutions against religion in Russia have been lately on 
the increase as a prelude to the introduction of the new 
constitution. They are bound to affect both Jewish religi- 
ous functionaries and practices. 

ABRAHAM G. DUKER 


AMERICAN HALUTZIM 


E RODE THROUGH THE HILLS for an hour be- 
fore we reached Jiara. There were no Jewish set- 
tlements along the 22 kilometre route from Mishmar Ha- 
emek to our destination, no habitation except some mud 
houses of Arabs and tents of Beduins. The area was desol- 
ate, not a shrub or a bit of green relieved the barren hills. 
The earth looked tired in its cloak of grey dust. The resig- 
nation of the soil became terrible to look at as we drove 
along, for as we neared Jiara the powdery earth was littered 
with thousands of rocks, choking out even the thorny and 
bleached thistles. 

This is the soil that the American Kibbutz, formerly of 
Hedera, is to cultivate. Were it not for the mistaken fore- 
bodings of other prophets about Palestinian possibilities, I 
should be pact 9 to shout, “It can’t be done.” 

The group, fortunately, does not share this pessimism of 
mine. ‘This is our bread,” said Yisrael, pointing to acres 
of stone-suffocated dust, and he is firmly of the conviction 
that it will yield bread. ‘“‘Necessity was the mother of in- 
vention,” said another comrade, ‘“‘A Jew somewhere in 
America or here will discover a machine to sift out the 
rocks.”—"“And if not,” said another drawing up his shirt 
sleeves to reveal a bronze muscled arm, “we can conquer 
this soil in the way of the swamps of the Emek and the 
deserts of Judea.” . 

One of those conquests will have to be over water, for at 
Jiara there is only a muddy spring, at present unfit for use. 
Each day their truck brings fresh water to the pioneer out- 
post, water and also every kind of provision, but “just for 
a short while until .. ..” 

A little over a month ago forty Aalutzim, five of them 
girls, came to this area to form a new settlement on 6,000 
dunam of Jewish National Fund (Keren Kayemeth) land. 
It meant the separation of this band from the comradeship 
of the whole Kibbutz, the denial of family companionship 
for at least a year. It meant the dangers and the hardships 
of “blazing the trail.” Yet everyone in the Hedera Kib- 
butz wanted to go. The old-timers and the experts were 
given the privilege. One of the boys was able to stay back 
long enough to see his wife and to meet his baby only a 
few hours old. 

The new home of the group is an old house once owned 
by the Sheikh of Jiara. Years of weathering and neglect 
gave it the flavor of a ruined Roman castle. But bats flew 
about and scorpions fell from the ceiling. So the first job 
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of the &vutza was to clean the ground quarters, once used as 
stables, into a place fit for man to live. They tore down the 
roof and are now building one of concrete. The extent to 
which the place has been changed brought a surprised look 
of pleasure to the Sheikh on his visit this week. The oriental 
walls are now white with paint, the stone floors glisten with 
cleanliness. 

The day of my arrival marked the first time the group 
ventured into their fields to see “what they had.” In the 
first valley the earth was freshly ploughed. The blade cut 
deep into the soil, shook off the inches of dust and turned 
rich black earth to the sun, deep black earth which centuries 
of primitive Arab cultivation or neglect had left untouched. 
They broke a blade on one of the stones, but it didn’t mat- 
ter, for the furrows were in the real good earth, and stones 
could be carried away. 

“We'll build our houses of these stones!” 










“A forest will be planted on that hill!” 
“An orchard of apples and of plums here!” 

“There our cattle will graze!”’ 

‘And here we'll have our park!” 

Plans. Dreams. To sweep away the dust and fling away 
the stones. To make springs gurgle and fields blossom. 1 
could understand the fervor of this group, romping about 
like happy children—even the police looked like little glee- 
ful boys with toy guns. 

So they sang their own songs of settlement, and Amer- 
ican songs—“Deep River,” translated into Hebrew. They 
were still singing when they returned to camp. The moon 
had now risen. Faces looked brighter, silhouettes grew 
deeper, voices became more vibrant. Bells tingled from an 
pe caravan in the valley. And from the hill of Jiara 
songs of Zion filled the night. 


“And we'll clean the cistern of the spring and the water 


will be good to drink!” » 


MOLLy LYONS 


LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 








MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

The League for Labor. Palestine 
greets Berl Katznelson, editor of 
“Davar’, and Goldie Myerson, repre- 
sentative for “Nachshon” upon their 
arrival in the United States. 

The membership drive which was 
launched the middle of October is 
progressing with intense rapidity. The 
local committees are+ working toward 
their goal, namely to double the mem- 
bership within the course of the cam- 
paign. New members are joining and 
new units are being formed. 


ORGANIZATION FUND 

In connection with the membership 
drive, the National Administration has 
announced an Organization Fund of 
$10,000 which will be raised by the 
chapters and adminsirtative bodies of 
the League throughout the country. 
The local units have accepted given 
quotas which they will raise within 
the next three months. 


LEAGUE DELEGATES AT POALE 
ZION CONVENTION 

Rabbi Samuel Wohl, Mr. Pincus 
Cruso and Dr. Alexander S. Kohanski 
were the fraternal delegates at the 
Poale Zion-Zeire Zion Convention 
held in Philadelphia October 20-24. 
Rabbi Wohl addressed the delegates 
on the ‘Needs of the Hour”, and the 
responsibilities which the Labor Zion- 
ist movement bears toward the Histad- 
rut. Mr. Alexander Kahn, Chairman 
of the Administrative Committee, and 
Mr. Benjamin R. Harris, National 
Vice-Chairman, greeted the conven- 
tion. 


RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The following resolution was adopt- 
ed with regard to the League: 

“The Convention sends fraternal 
greetings to the League for Labor 
Palestine. In the course of the few 
years of its existence, the League 





has established for itself an impor- 
tant position in American Jewish 
life, having gained members and 
adherents ton among various cif- 
cles of the community. The League 
has taken an active part in all the 
functions that have been promoted 
on behalf of the Histadrut, and has 
carried on cultural and educational 
activities which have promulgated 
the ideals of Labor Zionism among 
new elements. The Poale Zion-Zeire 
Zion Party expresses great interest 
and satisfaction in the growth and 
development of the League and it 
wishes its officers and members suc- 
cess in the furtherance of its work.” 


NEW YORK COUNCIL FORMED 

The twenty three chapters of Great- 
er New York have formed a City 
Council to carry on inter-chapter ac- 
tivities. At a meeting held at Penn- 
sylvania Hotel, a provisional commit- 
tee was appointed to work out de- 
tailed plans of functions for the pre- 
sent year. The two major activities 
of the Council this season will be the 
membership drive and the Purim Fes- 
tival. 


JEWISH FRONTIER 

League chapters throughout the 
country are now carrying on an inten- 
sive promotion campaign for the Jew- 
ish Frontier. The chapters of some 
cities are making arrangements for 
Frontier dinners, in celebration of its 
third anniversary. 


THE HISTADRUT 


Labor Commonwealth in the Making 


b 
Abraham Revusky 
author of "Jews In Palestine" 
published by 
League for Labor Palestine 
35c 


Reserve Your Copy Now! 


A. D. GORDON 
Selected Essays 


translated from the Hebrew 


by Frances Burnce, Ph.D. 


A League for 
Labor Palestine Publication 


Price $2.00 








Garment Center's Most Attractive 
Catering for Banquets and Parties 


COMPLETE DINNER, SSe 
Breakfast, 1Sc up Lunch, 30c up 


BESTFOOD 
VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT 


225 W. 36th St.. bet. 7th and 8th Aves. 
Open 6 a.m.-9 p.m. Mgr. V. TOFILOWS 


















New York's Leading 
Kosher Caterers 


For the Finest of Functions 
of All of 

New York’s Leading 
Hotels 


PARAMOUNT 
CATERERS 








601 WEST 183rd STREET 
NEW YORK CITY 
WAshington Heights 7-3780-1 





WEINSTOCE 6& ZISKIN, Hosts 











Fine Persian Lamb 
$9.50 


Exceptional quality, lustrous 
tight-curl Persian Lamb Pelts; 
individually fashioned by 
TRENCHER, the Largest Ex- 
clusive Furrier in *Old New 
York. 


*277 Grand St., New York 














HOLD YOUR sr eit 
> *SOCIALS ™ 
A BALLROOMS... 


Banquet Halls, Meeting 
Roms Available at Low- 
est Rentals in City. For 
Inspection and Rates, 
Consult Manager. 


LAck. 4-2000 


HOTEL IMPERIAL 


32uo STREET ano BROADWAY 


y 
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2270 Broadway, 81st-82nd Sts., N. Y. C. 








The CENTRAL PLAZA 


111 SECOND AVE. NEW YORK 
ORchard 4-6300 


invites your inspection of its five 
BALLR ee, = Soom. 
and especially the newly bui 
most Seeartous **"NORMANDIE 
ROOM” for Banquets, Balls, Wed- 
dings, etc., also MODERN MEET- 
IN ROOMS in our ANNEX. 


Strictly 
Union Caterers 
A. ELLNER, Caterer for All Occasions 








Dax $n — WD N90 


When In 
fe!) TEL AVIV 
 « 


Stop ‘on the 
Seashore at 


HOTEL FISH 


“The Center of English-Speaking Jews"’ 


Modern Conveniences, Operated by Amer- 
icans, Patronized by Leading Jews, Amer- 
ican Table and Hygeine 
Abraham Fish, proprietor, looks forward to 


greeting fellow alumni of City College on 
their visits to Eretz Israel. 





ACTIVITIES OF CHAPTERS 
PHILADELPHIA 

The chapter in Philadelphia opened 
its season of activities with a dinner 
meeting at which Dr. Alexander S. 
Kohanski was the guest speaker. Dr. 
Joseph Levitt, Chairman of the chap- 
ter, presided. The program for the 
year was outlined by Mrs. M. B. Fox, 
secretary. Many guests who attended 
the meeting joined as members. Rabbi 
Abraham Millgram, former president 
of the chapter, spoke on the role of 
the “Workers Bank” in the coloniza- 
tion work of the Histadrut. One hun- 
dred and fifty shares of the Bank were 
bought by members of the group, 
among whom Dr. A. Koppelman, 
treasurer of the chapter, was the lead- 
ing purchaser. 

BALTIMORE 

The new chapter that had been 
formed in Baltimore a few months 
ago, started its functions at a dinner 
gathering with Dr. A. Kohanski as 
guest speaker. The group, under the 
leadership of J. Ashman, Chairman, 
Leonard Du Bois, secretary, and A. 
Gesben, treasurer, has made consider- 
able progress in the short period of 
time since its inception. 

The Hashomer Organization of Bal- 
timore, which is affiliated with the 
League, has undertaken obligations for 
Jewish Frontier, and the Organization 
Fund. It is now engaged in the pro- 
motion of its annual Purim Banquet 
and Journal. 

Hebrew Speaking Council of New 
York is planning to publish in an 
English translation a volume of short 
stories of Palestine. A. Aaroni, E. 
M. Edelstein, Levi Soshuk, and Dr. 
Reuben Wallenrod are on the com- 
mittee in charge of this undertaking. 
The Manhattan chapter of the Coun- 
cil held its opening meeting of the 
season with Zipporah Batami of Pal- 
estine as guest speaker. The Bronws- 
ville chapter was addressed by A. 
Aaroni. The A. D. Gordon chapter 
held its opening meeting at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Goldstein. 
Rabbi Hoffseyer spoke on his impres- 
sions of Palestine. 


BRONX COUNCIL 

The Bronx Council has inaugurated 
its activities for the year with an in- 
tensive membership drive, and other 
functions such as Nachshon, Frontier 
— etc. Mr. Judah Watten- 
erg is assisting in the formation of 
several mew chapters. Mr. Samuel 
Goldstein, member of the Council, 
addressed a forum at the Pelham Bay 
Jewish Center on the question of 
“Partition.” 
FOOD WORKERS' CHAPTER 
FORMED 

Under the leadership of Mr. Max 
Lehman, and Mr. B. Waldman a chap- 
ter of food workers was recently form- 
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ed in New York. Dr. H. Grushkin © 
and Mr. Abraham G. Duker were the 
guest speakers at the organization © 
meeting of this chapter. 


HARTFORD CHAPTER 
The Hartford chapter will hold its 


second open meeting on Sunday after- 
noon, November 7th. Mr. Aaron O. © 


Weinberg of New York will address im 
the gathering on “The Histadrut in 7 


the Present Situation in Palestine.” 


BROOKLYN CHAPTER 

The Brooklyn chapter held a meet- | 
ing at which new officers were elected 
and committees appointed to carry on 
the activities of the year. Mr. Harry 
A. Harrison was re-elected chairman. | 
Messrs. Sam Robbins, Ben Carlin and 
Joseph Kutcher were elected Vice- 
Chaifmen; Frieda C. Harris, Financial 
Secretary; Florence Rivere, Corres- 
ponding Secretary, and Etta Minowitz, 
Recording Secretary. 


GOLDIE MYERSON AT LEAGUE 
GATHERINGS 

The Bronx Council is arranging a 
Nachshon meeting for Thursday eve- 
ning, November 11th, at Wilkins | 
Hall, 1330 Wilkins Ave., Bronx, at 
which Goldie Myerson will be the 
guest speaker. The Brooklyn chapter 
is arranging a similar gathering with 
Mrs, Myerson, for a later date. 

The Social Workers’ chapter met 
at the home of Miss Sadie Shapiro. 
The program of the year was present- 
ed. The drive for membership was 
organized. At a subsequent meeting 
of the Executive Committee and other 
active members of the group, Mr. 
Philip Houtz, financial secretary, pre- 
sented a plan to raise the chapter's 
budget by direct contributions. The 
plan was unanimously adopted. 

The Young People’s chapter of 
Brooklyn, ~ the leadership of the 
newly-elected chairman, Mr. Henry 
Wallach, held their first ‘‘social’’ at 
the home of Dr. and Mrs. M. J. 
Freedman. Dr. A. S. Kohanski spoke 
on the’ “Pioneers of Our Homeland.” 
Palestinian songs and dances occupied 
a major part of the evening. Miss 
Dorothy Blumberg rendered classical 
numbers on the piano. Mr. Milton 
Black conducted the program. 

Club Leaders’ chapter has worked 
out a program based primarily on 
membership participation. Mr. Lloyd 
Rosenblum, member of the group, will 
speak on “The Functions of the His- 
tadrut”, at the next meeting to be held 
on Monday, November 8th, at the 
Jewish Theological Seminary. 


MINNEAPOLIS AND ST. PAUL 

Dr. M. N. Levine writes that a new 
chapter of professional people is being 
organized in the twin cities. Dr. 
George Richter, who visited that sec- 
tion last month, addressed a meeting 
of the League in Minneapolis. 











